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Newsletter 26th Week of Ordinary Time Sunday 26th September 2021 

Welcome to the newsletter of the Catholic Chaplaincy to all of the Universities and Institutes of Higher 
Education in Cardiff. Although we are most closely connected with Cardiff University, we are part of the 

Archdiocese of Cardiff and serve all Catholic staff and students of these centres of learning and are proud to 
be able to offer our facilities to those looking for fellowship or those seeking to learn about the Catholic 

faith. 

Catholic Chaplain: Fr Nicholas Williams 
email: nicholas.williams@rcadc.org  Phone:029 2022 8738 (please leave a message as Fr Nicholas is rarely 

at his desk at the moment) 

Chaplaincy Assistant: Callum Roberts 

Freshers week & CathSoc 

As we witness our regulars at Newman Hall and CathSoc return, we particularly welcome any new students 
coming to Cardiff for the first time. Fr Nicholas Williams, our Chaplain, is a Cardiff boy himself but in a 
way also new in that he took up his role in September after moving from the parishes of St Mary of the 

Angels and Holy Family in Canton to the West of the City. 

We hope to have our relocated Chaplaincy at 62 Park Place available for use during freshers fair, although 
some of the finishing touches of the renovation still need to be completed (see below). Our students Sunday 
masses are, for the time being taking place at the cathedral at Charles Street and we will be starting off this 
week with a social for staff and students after the 5.30pm Mass in the Mostyn Room (ground floor of clergy 
house immediately to the left of the Cathedral) prior to joining a wider of group of Young Catholics at the 

Cornerstone across the road. This is a great opportunity for students to meet our CathSoc committee and get 
involved in whatever way they wish to do so.  

mailto:nicholas.williams@rcadc.org


News- 62 Park Place  
  

Inheriting Newman Hall as the main Chaplaincy centre, Fr 
Nicholas has made the decision to return the main hub of the 

Chaplaincy to a much more central and accessible location at the 
heart of the University campus; 62 Park Place. Since 1997 until 
2015, Park Place was the Catholic Chaplaincy; it was regularly 

used and much moved and immediately useful for the vast majority 
of students passing up and down Cathays and especially during 

Freshers’ week. Although we are still completing the final stages of 
the renovation of the building, much of the student areas are largely 

ready for use for the students at freshers fair. We have a large 
lounge facility and kitchenette for lunch. This weekend, with a 

team of volunteers, we will be returning the library to Park Place 
and putting the final touches on the house chapel. 

 

Upcoming events- We will shortly be publishing a list of evening events to be held at 62 Park Place; 
this will involve Scripture study and a walk through our Catholic Faith, exploding topics such as the meaning 
of the Book of Genesis; can Catholics accept evolution and science in general (yes, absolutely, by the way)? 
what is “Original Sin”?, if God is all Good, where does evil come from? We will be exploring “Typology” in 

the Old Testament, the significance of the Exodus and Moses, the archeological and factual context of the 
Prophets and Historical books amongst the Assyrian, Babylonian, Persian and Greek empires. We will see 
how the Old Testament prepares the way for the new and how the Temple sacrifice at Jerusalem paved the 
way for the ministry of Christ and the Crucifixion. Via a journey through the Jewish priesthood, we will 



explore the sacraments and what and why the Catholics have very specific 
beliefs about the Eucharist, the priesthood, Mary and the nature of the Church 

Herself. 

We will also be hosting discussion groups on the works of the great Dominican 
Doctor of the Church, St Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274), looking at the famous 5 

ways “proofs” for the existence of God, Angels & Demons, Creation, The 
Sacraments; basically everything you ever wanted to know about Catholicism 

but were too afraid to ask! We will look through his works in the order that they 
are presented in his Summa Theologica and ask and discuss the most pertinent 

questions as they come up. Remarkably, there are very few questions  or 
objections to the Catholic faith that Saint Thomas did not already think of and 

address. 
 

Vocations- The root of the word “vocation” is from the Latin vocare- to call. We can only achieve happiness 
and fulfilment if we follow what God calls us to be, despite what we may have in mind for ourselves. In fact, 
the further the gap between what God wants us to do with our lives and what we stubbornly decide to invent 

for ourselves is the distance between our fulfilment and an emptiness that we can never fill. To follow a 
vocation, a Christian must first learn how to listen to God and decide to follow him as a disciple’ one who is 
willing to commit to God in a lifelong journey. As well as being Chaplain, Fr Nicholas is Vocations Director 
for the Archdiocese of Cardiff and a former Aerospace Engineer; whatever you think you are called to do; 

priesthood, religious life, single or married life with a specialised career, why not have a chat with Fr 
Nicholas if you have any questions where he might be able to help? We have a Holy Hour & Benediction for 

vocations every Thursday evening at Newman Hall little oratory chapel. 

Mass times: (Sundays Year B; Weekdays Year I). Divine Office wk I 

Confessions 10.30am Saturdays at Newman Hall little oratory chapel and on request

Date Feast Grade of 
Solemnity

Venue & Time Intention

Sunday 26th 
Sept

26th Sunday of Ordinary time Sunday Ordinary 
Time

Cardiff Cathedral 
5.30pm

Emelda Guillem  

Monday 27th 
Sept

Saint Vincent De Paul, Priest- 
Memoria

Memoria 6pm @Newman 
Hall

Holy Souls

Tuesday 28st 
Sept

St Wenceslaus, Martyr Optional 
Memoria

6pm @Newman 
Hall

Students

Wednesday 29th 
Sept

Sts Michael, Raphael & Gabriel 
Archangels - Feast

Feast 8am @Newman 
Hall

Holy Souls

Thursday 30th 
Sept

St Jerome, Priest Martyr- 
Memoria

Memoria Holy Hour 5pm 
flowed by Mass 
6pm @Newman 
Hall

Students

Friday 1st Oct St Therese of the Child Jesus, 
Virgin, Doctor 

Memoria 6pm @Newman 
Hall

Holy Souls

Saturday 2nd 
Oct

Saturday Memorial to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary

Memoria 11am @Newman 
Hall

Students

Sunday 3rd Oct 27th Sunday of Ordinary time Sunday Ordinary 
Time

Cardiff Cathedral 
5.30pm

See Cathedral 
newsletter


