
Cardiff University Catholic Chaplaincy 
Catholic Archdiocese of Cardiff: Archbishop George Stack 

Newsletter 30th Week of Ordinary Time Sunday 24th October 2021 

Welcome to the newsletter of the Catholic Chaplaincy to all of the Universities and Institutes of Higher 
Education in Cardiff. Although we are most closely connected with Cardiff University, we are part of the 

Archdiocese of Cardiff and serve all Catholic staff and students of these centres of learning and are proud to 
be able to offer our facilities to those looking for fellowship or those seeking to learn about the Catholic 

faith. 

Catholic Chaplain: Fr Nicholas Williams 
email: nicholas.williams@rcadc.org  Phone:029 2022 8738 (please leave a message as Fr Nicholas is rarely 

at his desk at the moment) 

Chaplaincy Assistants: Callum Roberts & Abigail Beckett 

Mass times: (Sundays Year B; Weekdays Year I). Divine Office Psalm wk 2 

Confessions 10.30am Saturdays at Newman Hall little oratory chapel, 5.30pm Fridays at Park Place 
Chaplaincy Office (next to library with veil for anonymity) and on request. 

Date Feast Grade of 
Solemnity

Venue & Time Intention

Sunday 24th Oct 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time Sunday Ordinary 
Time

Cardiff Cathedral 
5.30pm

See Cathedral 
newsletter

Monday 25th 
Oct

Six Welsh Martyrs & Companions Feast 6pm @62 Park 
Place

Students

Tuesday 26th 
Oct

Tuesday of week 30 in Ordinary 
Time

Feria 6pm @62 Park 
Place

Wednesday 27th 
Oct

Wednesday of week 30 in 
Ordinary Time

Feria 8am @62 Park 
Place

Thursday 28th 
Oct

Sts Simon & Jude, Apostles Feast 5pm Holy Hour 
followed by 6pm 
Mass

Vocations to the 
priesthood & 
religious life

Friday 29th Oct Friday of week 30 in Ordinary 
Time

Feria 6pm @62 Park 
Place

Students

Saturday 30th 
Oct

Saturday Memoria to the BVM Optional 
Memoria

11am @Newman 
Hall

Students

Sunday 31st Oct 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time Sunday Ordinary 
Time

Cardiff Cathedral 
5.30pm

See Cathedral 
newsletter

mailto:nicholas.williams@rcadc.org


 

Chaplaincy events, talks, discussion groups & socials! 

We are holding the Chaplaincy daily Mass at 62 Park Place except for Thursday evenings and Saturdays, 
which will remain at Newman Hall. We have started two weekly evening events in the lounge area at 62 Park 

Place. If you weren’t able to come last week, don’t worry; there’s time to catch up;  

Journey in Faith/ RCIA: Mondays will offer an opportunity for those interested in the Catholic faith to 
start from the very basics and learn about what the Church teaches on Scripture, history, the Sacraments and 
the person of Jesus Christ. This week we will continue through Genesis and examine the origins of sacrifice 

in the Jewish religion, looking at Abraham and Melchizedek 

Pints with Aquinas: Fridays will involve a journey through the writings of 
one of the greatest Theologians and Doctors of the Church- St Thomas Aquinas 

(1225-1274). Each week, we will examine a different section of his Summa 
Theologica. Now we have covered the basics of Aristotle’s Metaphysics, we 
can journey with confidence into a discussion of Aquinas’ questions on the 

nature of God. 

Sunday Evening Social 

After the 5.30pm Mass at the Cathedral on Charles St; We usually head to the 
Central Bar on Windsor Place for around 6.30pm 

62 Park Place  
Inheriting Newman Hall as the main 

Chaplaincy centre, Fr Nicholas has made 
the decision to return the main hub of the 
Chaplaincy to a much more central and 
accessible location at the heart of the 

University campus; 62 Park Place. We 
have a large lounge facility and 

kitchenette for lunch. To gain access 
during the day, staff & students will 
have to register with us to receive the 

access code- just email 
universitychaplaincy@rcadc.org or 

come along to the 5.30pm Sunday Mass 
or during the weekday. 

mailto:universitychaplaincy@rcadc.org


Vocations- The root of the word “vocation” is from the Latin vocare- to call. We can only achieve happiness 
and fulfilment if we follow what God calls us to be, despite what we may have in mind for ourselves. As well 
as being Chaplain, Fr Nicholas is Vocations Director for the Archdiocese of Cardiff and a former Aerospace 

Engineer; whatever you think you are called to do; priesthood, religious life, single or married life with a 
specialised career, why not have a chat with Fr Nicholas if you have any questions where he might be able to 

help? We have a Holy Hour & Benediction for vocations every Thursday evening at Newman Hall chapel. 

Centre for Student Life: I will be Duty-chaplain Friday 
afternoon between 2-3.30pm. If any student wants to speak to me 

or wants confession, this is a good extra opportunity. 

World-wide Synodal process: The Archbishop has 
recently appointed Madeleine Walters to lead the Archdiocese in 
the processes of SYNOD 2021-2023.  She and her team will be 
asking parishes for at least two people to be representatives in 

reflecting, sharing and responding to the questions of the Synod. 
I have had one volunteer but I will be inviting one other to offer 

a voice representing students at the chaplaincy. 

Assisted Dying Bill: It seems that the assisted dying bill has not even come to the vote after a long 
parliamentary session on Friday 22nd Oct, so has not been given the sufficient mandate to proceed. Several 
religious leaders, including our own Cardinal Vincent Nichols spoke out expressing serious concerns about 
the motion and affirming “we hold every human life to be a precious gift of the Creator, to be upheld and 

protected”. 

Staff & Students interested in becoming Catholic: If you are a member of University Staff 
or a student who isn't yet a Catholic but would very much like to become one or if you simply to learn more 

and explore, please do feel free to join in our 6.30pm Monday evening classes, or contact Fr Nicholas 
separately. If Monday evenings are difficult for you, it may be possible to arrange individual RCIA (Rite of 

Christian Initiation of Adults) classes separately. 

Retreat 

It is with great relief that I find Newman Hall & 62 
Park Place still intact after a few days away on retreat 
last week. A priest is required by Canon law to go on a 
retreat at least once every two years if not more often 

and this was a crucial time for us to come together with 
our Archbishop, George Stack at Douai Abbey for 
some quiet, prayer and an opportunity to reconnect 

with each other in priestly fraternity. Thanks to Callum 
for leading the Monday night journey in faith group 

while I was away. 

Security 
There appear to have been a number of things that have 
gone missing from the lounge area at Newman Hall. I must emphasise that this has nothing to do with Clutter 
Clearance; they are experienced and trusted by the Archdiocese and I have worked with them many times in 
the past. If these missing items do not turn up, then the logical conclusion is that they have been taken by an 
opportunist thief. Both chaplaincy buildings are covered by state-of-the-art CCTV, so I will try to go back 
and see if there's any sign of unauthorised entry. However, this serves as a reminder to ensure that doors & 

windows are secured and that any unknown persons are politely challenged as to what they are doing on the 
premises. 


