
Cardiff University Catholic Chaplaincy 
Catholic Archdiocese of Cardiff: Archbishop George Stack 

Newsletter 31st Week of Ordinary Time Sunday 31st October 2021 

Welcome to the newsletter of the Catholic Chaplaincy to all of the Universities and Institutes of Higher 
Education in Cardiff. Although we are most closely connected with Cardiff University, we are part of the 

Archdiocese of Cardiff and serve all Catholic staff and students of these centres of learning and are proud to 
be able to offer our facilities to those looking for fellowship or those seeking to learn about the Catholic 

faith. 

Catholic Chaplain: Fr Nicholas Williams 
email: nicholas.williams@rcadc.org  Phone:029 2022 8738 (please leave a message as Fr Nicholas is rarely 

at his desk at the moment) 

Chaplaincy Assistants: Callum Roberts & Abigail Beckett 

Mass times: (Sundays Year B; Weekdays Year I). Divine Office Psalm wk 3 

Date Feast Grade of 
Solemnity

Venue & Time Intention

Sunday 31st Oct All Saints Solemnity Cardiff Cathedral 
5.30pm

See Cathedral 
newsletter

Monday 1st Nov Monday of week 31 in Ordinary 
Time

Feria 6pm @62 Park 
Place

John Peter

Tuesday 2nd 
Nov

All Souls Feria 8.30am 
@Newman Hall 

1.10pm @62 
Park Place 
followed by walk 
to Cathays 
cemetery 

6pm @62 Park 
Place

1. Private 
donor's 
intention 

2. Souls of the 
Faithful 
departed 

3. Holy Father’s 
intentions

Wednesday 3rd 
Nov

St Martin de Porres Optional 
Memoria

8am @62 Park 
Place

Private donor’s 
intention

Thursday 4th 
Nov

St Charles Borromeo Feast 5pm Holy Hour 
followed by 6pm 
Mass

Vocations to the 
priesthood & 
religious life

Friday 5th Nov Friday of week 31 in Ordinary 
Time

Feria 6pm @62 Park 
Place

George & 
Charlotte 
Williams

Saturday 6th 
Nov

St Illtyd Optional 
Memoria

11am @Newman 
Hall

Private donor’s 
intention

Sunday 7th Nov 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time Sunday Ordinary 
Time

Cardiff Cathedral 
5.30pm

See Cathedral 
newsletter

mailto:nicholas.williams@rcadc.org


Confessions 10.30am Saturdays at Newman Hall little oratory chapel, 5.30pm Fridays at Park Place 
Chaplaincy Office (next to library with veil for anonymity) and on request. 



 

Chaplaincy events, talks, discussion groups & socials! 

We are holding the Chaplaincy daily Mass at 62 Park Place except for Thursday evenings and Saturdays, 
which will remain at Newman Hall. We have started two weekly evening events in the lounge area at 62 Park 

Place. If you weren’t able to come last week, don’t worry; there’s time to catch up;  

Journey in Faith/ RCIA: Mondays will offer an opportunity for those interested in the Catholic faith to 
start from the very basics and learn about what the Church teaches on Scripture, history, the Sacraments and 
the person of Jesus Christ. This week we will continue through Genesis and examine the origins of sacrifice 

in the Jewish religion, looking at Abraham and Melchizedek 

Pints with Aquinas: Fridays will involve a journey through the writings of 
one of the greatest Theologians and Doctors of the Church- St Thomas Aquinas 

(1225-1274). Each week, we will examine a different section of his Summa 
Theologica. Now we have covered the basics of Aristotle’s Metaphysics, we 
can journey with confidence into a discussion of Aquinas’ questions on the 

nature of God. 

Sunday Evening Social: 
After the 5.30pm Mass at the Cathedral on Charles St; We usually head to the 

Central Bar on Windsor Place for around 6.30pm. Each last Sunday of the 
month, we meet in the Mostyn room immediately after Mass (ground floor of 
clergy house next to the Cathedral and have a few drinks for students there. 

62 Park Place  
Inheriting Newman Hall as the main Chaplaincy 

centre, Fr Nicholas has made the decision to 
return the main hub of the Chaplaincy to a much 
more central and accessible location at the heart 

of the University campus; 62 Park Place. We 
have a large lounge facility and kitchenette for 
lunch. To gain access during the day, staff & 

students will have to register with us to receive 
the access code- just email 

universitychaplaincy@rcadc.org or come 
along to the 5.30pm Sunday Mass or during 

the weekday. 

mailto:universitychaplaincy@rcadc.org


November- Month for offering Mass & praying for  
the Holy Souls in Purgatory 

In which Fr Nicholas rants about bad catechesis 

In Catholic teaching, the Mass is a Sacrifice; not just any Sacrifice but Christ’s Sacrifice on the Cross, re-
presented sacramentally (under sacramental signs of the bread wines and words of consecration). The last 

Supper was the fulfilment of the Passover and the Passover had two parts- the Sacrifice of the Lamb and the 
meal to eat the Lamb’s flesh. For Catholics, this is the only way to make sense of the Last supper; firmly 
rooted in the context of Jewish Tradition. It was also, therefore, part of Jewish tradition that sacrifice be 

offered for the dead as can be found in 2 Maccabees 43-45  

“He also took up a collection, man by man, to the amount of two 
thousand drachmas of silver, and sent it to Jerusalem to provide for a 

sin offering. In doing this he acted very well and honorably, taking 
account of the resurrection. 44 For if he were not expecting that 

those who had fallen would rise again, it would have been 
superfluous and foolish to pray for the dead. 45 But if he was 

looking to the splendid reward that is laid up for those who fall 
asleep in godliness, it was a holy and pious thought. Therefore he 
made atonement for the dead, so that they might be delivered from 

their sin” 

This doctrine was one of the main points this was attacked by Martin 
Luther at the Reformation, where he saw the Mass as a mere good 

work and therefore unacceptable to his theory of Justification, turning 
the Eucharist into a memorial meal where Our Lord becomes present, 

bizarrely mixed in with the bread and wine somehow (which was 
apparently a better explanation than Transubstantiation). The Last 

Supper therefore was merely a promise; an expounding of Christ’s last 
will and testament.  The problem with this is that Luther went against 
the entire corpus of 1500 years worth of Christian teaching, practice 

and the unanimous opinion of the Church fathers. 



Quite correctly, the Catholic apologist Johann Eck once said to Luther in a public dispute at Leipzig "Are 
you the only one who knows anything? Except for you is all the Church in error?”. Therefore, as Catholics, it 

is a fundamental part of our faith that we offer Mass for a particular intention; for thanksgiving, for 
assistance, for a particular plea and for the living and the dead. We do not pray for canonised saints because 

we have the assurance of the Church that they are already in heaven but we are duty bound by charity to pray 
for the dead, resisting the temptation to presume that our loved ones have gone straight to heaven. I went to a 

funeral recently where the eulogy just assured us all that the individual was already a saint and ultimately 
diffusing any need to pray for them. This is simply not sound Catholic thinking and has done enormous 

damage to the faith. The practice of offering Mass for the living and the dead has begun to die off, and this is 
to the fundamental detriment of the Catholic religion. 

This is what Pope Pius XII had to say about the Mass in his 
1947 encyclical Mediator Dei;  

“In obedience, therefore, to her Founder's behest, the 
Church prolongs the priestly mission of Jesus Christ 

mainly by means of the sacred liturgy. She does this in the 
first place at the altar, where constantly the sacrifice of the 

cross is re-presented and with a single difference in the 
manner of its offering, renewed”. 

“For by the "transubstantiation" of bread into the body of 
Christ and of wine into His blood, His body and blood are 

both really present: now the eucharistic species under 
which He is present symbolise the actual separation of His 
body and blood. Thus the commemorative representation of 

His death, which actually took place on Calvary, is 
repeated in every sacrifice of the altar, seeing that Jesus 

Christ is symbolically shown by separate symbols to be in a 
state of victimhood”. 

“They are mistaken in appealing in this matter to the social 
character of the eucharistic sacrifice, for as often as a 
priest repeats what the divine Redeemer did at the Last 
Supper, the sacrifice is really completed. Moreover, this 

sacrifice, necessarily and of its very nature, has always and 
everywhere the character of a public and social act, 

inasmuch as he who offers it acts in the name of Christ and 
of the faithful, whose Head is the divine Redeemer, and he offers it to God for the holy Catholic Church, 

and for the living and the dead.”. 

The Traditional Ordination Rite for a priest, when the 
bishop hands over the Chalice and Paten to the priest 

say; “Accipe potestatem offerre sacrificium Deo, 
Missasque celebrare, tam pro vivis, quam pro 

defunctis. In nomine Domini. Amen.”/ “Receive the 
power to offer sacrifice to God, and to celebrate 

Masses for the living as well as for the dead. In the 
name of the Lord. Amen.” 

The Second Vatican Council Document on the Liturgy, 
Sacrosanctam Concilium states “At the Last Supper, on 
the night when He was betrayed, our Saviour instituted 
the eucharistic sacrifice of His Body and Blood. He did 

this in order to perpetuate the sacrifice of the Cross 
throughout the centuries until He should come again, and so to entrust to His beloved spouse, the 

Church, a memorial of His death and resurrection: a sacrament of love, a sign of unity, a bond of charity, 
a paschal banquet in which Christ is eaten, the mind is filled with grace, and a pledge of future glory is 

given to us” 



November Dead lists 

In short, it is not an expectation that students offer a stipend for Mass at the 
Chaplaincy (although staff are certainly free to do so if they wish), but I do exhort 
you, particularly this November, to ask for Masses to be offered for your deceased 

relatives (and even friends if that sadly be the case). I will leave a book for people to 
sign up for this purpose. When you graduate and have jobs, I also encourage you to 

get into the habit of asking for Masses for individuals, both living and dead and 
offering the priest a voluntary but courteous donation. This is a time honoured 

practice, which is an important part of your priest’s income, considering very few 
priests get any salary and are dependent on offerings. 

Trip to Cathays cemetery 2nd November  

It is also a Catholic tradition to visit a 
cemetery during November but particularly 
on All Souls day or the octave if possible. If 

done devoutly with the requisite prayers 
sacraments and intentions, one may receive a 

plenary indulgence; 

1. A 
plenary 

indulgence, applicable only to the souls in 
purgatory, is granted to the faithful who, on any 
and each day from November 1 to 8, devoutly 
visit a cemetery and pray, if only mentally, for 
the departed; on All Souls' Day (or, according to 
the judgment of the ordinary, on the Sunday 
preceding or following it, or on the solemnity of 
All Saints), devoutly visit a church or an oratory 
and recite an Our Father and the Creed. 

2. A partial indulgence, applicable only to the 
souls in purgatory, is granted to the faithful who, 
devoutly visit a cemetery and at least mentally 
pray for the dead; 
devoutly recite lauds or vespers from the Office of the Dead or the prayer Requiem 
aeternam (Eternal rest). 

I will be offering three Masses on All Souls day (Tuesday) and will be leading a 
group of anyone who wishes to go to Cathays to pray for the dead. Cathays is an 
incredibly beautiful place. We will visit bishop Hedley & Mostyn’s tomb and I will 
also visit my own grandparents who are buried there.  



Vocations- The root of the word “vocation” is from the Latin vocare- to call. We can only achieve happiness 
and fulfilment if we follow what God calls us to be, despite what we may have in mind for ourselves. As well 
as being Chaplain, Fr Nicholas is Vocations Director for the Archdiocese of Cardiff and a former Aerospace 

Engineer; whatever you think you are called to do; priesthood, religious life, single or married life with a 
specialised career, why not have a chat with Fr Nicholas if you have any questions where he might be able to 

help? We have a Holy Hour & Benediction for vocations every Thursday evening at Newman Hall chapel. 

Centre for Student Life: I will be Duty-chaplain Friday 
afternoon between 2-3.30pm. If any student wants to speak to me 

or wants confession, this is a good extra opportunity. 

World-wide Synodal process: The Archbishop has 
recently appointed Madeleine Walters to lead the Archdiocese in 
the processes of SYNOD 2021-2023.  She and her team will be 
asking parishes for at least two people to be representatives in 

reflecting, sharing and responding to the questions of the Synod. 
I have had one volunteer but I will be inviting one other to offer 

a voice representing students at the chaplaincy. 

Staff & Students interested in becoming Catholic: If you are a member of University Staff 
or a student who isn't yet a Catholic but would very much like to become one or if you simply to learn more 

and explore, please do feel free to join in our 6.30pm Monday evening classes, or contact Fr Nicholas 
separately. If Monday evenings are difficult for you, it may be possible to arrange individual RCIA (Rite of 

Christian Initiation of Adults) classes separately. 


