
Cardiff University Catholic Chaplaincy 
Catholic Archdiocese of Cardiff (Registered Charity 1177272):  

Archbishop George Stack 

Newsletter 2nd week of Lent- 13th March 2022 

Welcome to the newsletter of the Catholic Chaplaincy to all of the Universities and Institutes of Higher 
Education in Cardiff. Although we are most closely connected with Cardiff University, we are part of the 

Archdiocese of Cardiff and serve all Catholic staff and students of these centres of learning and are proud to 
be able to offer our facilities to those looking for fellowship or those seeking to learn about the Catholic 

faith. 

Catholic Chaplain: Fr Nicholas Williams 
email: nicholas.williams@rcadc.org  Phone:029 2022 8738 (please leave a message as Fr Nicholas is rarely 

at his desk at the moment). General enquiries universitychaplaincy@rcadc.org 

Chaplaincy Assistants: Callum Roberts & Abigail Beckett 

Mass times: (Sundays Year C; Weekdays Year II). Divine Office Psalm wk 2 

Confessions 10.30am Saturdays at Newman Hall little oratory chapel, 5.30pm Sunday at the Aquinas 
Hall (room on the left of the sanctuary with veil for anonymity) and on request. 

Date Feast Grade of 
Solemnity

Venue & Time Intention

Sunday 13th 
March

2nd Sunday of Lent Sunday in 
Lent

6pm Chaplaincy Mass 
@ Aquinas Hall

Students (Pro 
Populo)

Monday 14th 
March

Monday of the 2nd week of Lent Lent Feria 6pm @62 Park Place Intentions of A 
Silvestri

Tuesday 15th 
March

Tuesday of the 2nd week of Lent Lent Feria 6pm @62 Park Place Private donor’s 
intention (32)

Wednesday 16th 
March

Wednesday of the 2nd week of 
Lent

Lent Feria 12.30pm @62 Park 
Place 

Private donor’s 
intention

Thursday 17th 
March

St Patrick, Feast Feast 5pm Holy Hour 
followed by 6pm 
Mass & @Newman 
Hall

Vocations to the 
priesthood & 
Religious life

Friday 18th 
March

Friday of the 2nd week of Lent Lent Feria 6pm @62 Park Place Sudhir (HS)

Saturday 19th 
March

St Joseph, husband of the BVM, 
Solemnity

Solemnity 11am @ Newman 
Hall

Private donor's 
intention

Sunday 20th 
March

3rd Sunday of Lent Sunday in 
Lent

6pm Chaplaincy Mass 
@ Aquinas Hall

Students (Pro 
Populo)

mailto:nicholas.williams@rcadc.org


General News:  

St Patrick’s Day 

St Patrick, Patron Saint of Ireland, has traditionally been a significant feast for Catholics in Wales, due to the 
large number of Irish making up our number in the last 150 years. Although many who frequent the 

Chaplaincy will not be of significant Irish ancestry (myself included), this is still an important Feast for us to 
observe. Irish immigrants, as well as Italians and many other nationalities boosted the much smaller number 

of Catholic recusants, who kept the flame of the Faith in South Wales alive throughout the Reformation 
onwards. They all serve as a sign of the plurality and diversity that lies at the heart of our Catholic 

(Universal) faith and they a powerful reminder that Catholic Christianity is never defined by national, racial 
or even cultural boundaries. We particularly celebrate the fact that St Patrick was a Romano-Briton and, 

regardless of the exact place of his birth in Britain (which is a matter of conjecture) in 387, St Patrick would 
have been a member of the ethnic and cultural group referred to by the invading Anglo-Saxons as Wielisc, or 
Welsh. This originally meant “Romanised people” but eventually took on more negative connotations, 
meaning anything from foreigner to slave. St Patrick was descended from high ranking parentage and 

referred to himself by the Latin name Patricius. The facts lead to the unavoidable conclusion that the so 
called “Celtic Church” was in full communion with and indistinguishable from the Catholic faith of the 

wider Christian Roman Empire 

The Western coast of Britain had been prone to raiding by 
Irish raiders since the 3rd century; hence, walls were built 
around the Roman fort on which Cardiff castle now stands 
and the Romano-British Tribal Capital, Caerwent (Venta 
Silurum). By the time St Patrick was born in the late 4th 

century, the empire was struggling to defend its borders and 
Patrick would have witnessed the withdrawal of the Legions 
from Britain. Being kidnapped by these raiders and brought 
back to Ireland for six years, he eventually escaped back to 

Britain and, pursuing the priesthood, went to France to study 
under the great St Germanus of Auxerre, who ordained him. 
Eventually, Patrick visited Rome and received a commission 
from Pope Celestine I himself, to evangelise the pagan Irish, 

to succeed where a previous bishop, Palladius, had failed. Receiving episcopal consecration in Turin on his 
way back west, St Patrick returned to Ireland, where he converted many to Christianity. 

St Joseph- St Joseph needs no introduction, and the date of his feast on 19th March can be traced back to the  
early Middle Ages. It was extended across the entire Roman Rite in the 16th Century by Pope Pius V and is 

celebrated as a Solemnity. This means that the Lenten abstinence does not apply on this day 

The Aquinas Hall 
As you hopefully know, the Aquinas Hall at 
the back of 62 Park Place is now back in our 
hands. We have filled it with very 
comfortable chairs and a new altar and 
celebrated our first mass there on Saturday 
26th February. It's a great and very useful 
space to have and, on top of our regular 6 pm 
Sunday evening masses, I hope to use the 
space for talks and for socials going forward. 
On Monday, I am hoping to have access to 
the old student services building to acquire 
some of the tub chairs and round tables for 
use in our hall. 

We are looking for funding to refurbish the 
kitchen so that, once again, we can cook food there and, by September, I would hope to have it to a standard 
that we have a cheap student supper after the Sunday Mass. 

The 3rd century walls around Caerwent near  
Newport, built to defend against Irish raiders



For anyone who doesn't know how to get to the Aquinas Hall, 
it immediately adjoins the rear of 62 Park Place. It used to be 
attached directly to the house via a doorway from the hallway, 
which, I am considering restoring. However, for the time 
being, the main entrance is via the double doors accessible 
through the alleyway between 62 and 63 Park Place or via the 
lane that leads between Cathays station and Corbett Road. 

 

Sign of the Times 
You may have noticed, passing 62 Park Place, that we 
have had a new signs made up to replace the old PAM 
construction sign that had been there for several years. 
This is an important step forward in improving our 
visibility in the University and, hopefully, encouraging 
more people to use the Chaplaincy 

Catechumens 
We give hearty congratulations to Harsh and James, our 
newly instituted Catechumens, who were publicly 
received into the Order of Catechumens on Thursday evening. A Catechumen is someone who has been 
anointed (with, appropriately, the Oil of Catechumens) and set apart ready for baptism. This is an important 
step in their journey towards baptism after the Easter. Both will hopefully be present at the right of election 
at the cathedral on Charles Street at 3 pm. I would invite you to attend if you are able to and you have the 
time. It is important to show them our support and friendship as they prepare to enter into our family of faith. 

 
What’s on at 62 Park Place: 

Mondays 6.30pm Journey in Faith: We continue our Journey 
through the New Testament, looking at the historical context of the 
Gospels, with the Roman and Jewish world around the Ministry of 
Christ and the Early Church. Following that, we will move onto the 
Sacraments, drawing in Old Testament theology to explain what is 

happening in the New. 

Fridays 6.30pm Aquinas discussion group: Going through 
different parts of the Summa Theologica throughout the term. The 

next couple of weeks, we will be looking at the Sacraments 



The Holy Father’s Prayer for the Ukraine 
We are particularly conscious of the fact that we share full communion with the Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
whose Eparchy in Great Britain is based in London under Bishop Kenneth. We pray for peace in the Ukraine 
and for all those affected by the current crisis but we pray particularly for our staff and students who have 
been personally affected by this current crisis.  Please do keep them in your prayers over the course of this 
tragic course of events. 

PRAYER FOR UKRAINE 

                                   Mary, Our Lady of Kiev, Mother of God, 

                                         We ask you to intercede for the people of Ukraine, 

                                         For their government, and all who suffer as a result of war. 

                                         Be with them as you stood beside your Son, 

                                         Suffering on the Cross at Calvary. 

                                        Give them strength and courage 

                                        Through faith, hope and jusHce. 

                                        May we, in our turn, 

                                        Support them through prayer and generosity 

                                        That human lives may be saved, 

                                        That the injured may be healed, 

                                        That the dead may rest in peace, 

                                        That there will be peace aIer war. 

                                                                                                      Amen. 

DONATIONS FOR UKRAINE 

A number of parishes have asked how best to make donaHons to relieve suffering in Ukraine. The 
most immediate way is to support the CAFOD emergency appeal Ukraine crisis:   

 How you can help CAFOD 

As a UK charity, CAFOD can collect GiI Aid on the donaHons of parishioners. It is also part of the 
Disasters Emergency CommiOee. The UK Government has commiOed to match fund public 
donaHons through the Disasters Emergency CommiOee appeals up to £20 million. 
www.cafod.org.uk 

http://www.cafod.org.uk


The Lenten Alms collected throughout the Archdiocese of Cardiff will this year be allocated to the 
Ukraine Relief Fund. 

 
THE MOST FAMOUS ICON in the world is probably the Virgin of Kyiv, which was made by a Byzantine 
artist about the year 1132 for Prince Mstislav(1125-1132) of Kyiv. Mstislav, the son of King Volodymyr 
Monomakh (1113-1125), of Kyiv Rus, decided to build a church in Vyshorod, near Kyiv, for which the 
foundation stone was laid in 1132. He commissioned an icon of the Virgin and Child from Byzantium. The 
icon's beauty and importance were fully realized by the Kyivans as two historical chronicles, the Laurentian 
and Hypatian, noted. 
Our Lady of Kyiv, which arrived in Ukraine about 1134, is a masterpiece comparable for its beauty and 
psychological depths to the Mona Lisa. This religious painting, by a Greek, probably reflected the taste of the 
Kyiv royal family and is the first great work in the Kyivan or Ukrainian school of icons. 
Ukrainians usually call the icon the Virgin of Vyshorod, while the Russians call it the Virgin of Vladimir. The 
reason is that Prince Andrew Bogolubsky removed the treasured icon in 1155 or 1164 to his northern city of 
Vladimir before he destroyed Kyiv. Some Ukrainian historians consider this the first attack of the nascent 
Russian nation (Suzdalia) on Ukraine. 
This icon displays an animated face, and the great tenderness of the Virgin for her child, which was very 
unusual for the strict code of icon painting in its day. The Virgin's head, touching the baby, is a gesture of 
such deep affection that, iconographically, it is described by the word "tenderness". It has a profoundly 
Slavic spirit and set the standard for Ukrainian icon painters, which has never been surpassed. The Virgin is 
an individual as well as a symbol of motherhood. 
Fate has preserved the icon through centuries of war, although the faces and some background are all that 
survived 800 years. In 1395 it was taken from Vladimir to Moscow and is now in the Tretyakov Gallery 
there. The original icon measures 78.1 x 54.6 cm. 
The Virgin of Kyiv is an important work of world art and a treasure of the Ukrainian cultural heritage. 



The Synodal Process 

As many of you will, hopefully, be aware; the Holy Father has 
asked the entire Church to be involved in a Synodal process 

which involves listening, conversation and discernment to aim at 
our common Mission of sharing the joy of the Gospel with the 

world. The synod therefore is a conversation throughout the 
entire Church to understand the challenges that the modern world 
faces, so that together we all may work more effectively to bring 

Christ to a society that is so badly in need of Him. 

Luke & Abi held a follow up session on Tuesday 8th February 
6.30pm at 62 Park Place and we will be placing a suggestions 

box at number 62 for you to add your own thoughts and 
suggestions but if you prefer to do this online, we have a contact 

form on our website https://cardiffcatholicchaplaincy.org/
synod/ 

You can put your name or remain anonymous; that’s up to you. 
Luke and Abi will follow this up with further sessions in the new year. It's really important for us to engage 

with this conversation, otherwise, other people of different age groups and different experiences of the 
church will form the dominant voice. 

If you do not speak, others will presume to speak for you and you will lose an important opportunity to 
make your voice heard. 

The questions we have been given to guide discussions and suggestions are as follows; 

1. During the pandemic, what strengths did you find in your faith and in the Chaplaincy and your home 
parish?  

2. In what ways did the Grace of God most clearly touch and uplift you?  
3. How might you have been disappointed or sorrowful? 
4. What gives you joy in belonging to the Chaplaincy and/or your home parish? 
5. What areas of mission and outreach might we need to develop in the Chaplaincy and your home parish? 
6. In which areas of parish life (liturgical, charitable, social etc.) does the Chaplaincy and/or your home 

parish feel and act as one? 
7. How do you relate to members of the Church who have drifted away from practice? 
8. How do you currently participate, personally, in the life of the Church?  
9. How much responsibility do you have as an individual? 
10. Given what you see of the Church (words and actions), in the Chaplaincy and/or your home parish and 

beyond, what would you say is the Church's mission? 

The Prayer of the Synod: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 
as we gather together in Your name. 

With You alone to guide us, 
make Yourself at home in our hearts; 

Teach us the way we must go 
and how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; 
do not let us promote disorder. 

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. 
Let us find in You our unity 

so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth 
and what is right. 

All this we ask of You, 
who are at work in every place and time, 

in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen. 

https://cardiffcatholicchaplaincy.org/synod/
https://cardiffcatholicchaplaincy.org/synod/


Chaplaincy events, talks, discussion groups & socials! 

We are holding the Chaplaincy daily Mass at 62 Park Place except for Thursday evenings and Saturdays, 
which will remain at Newman Hall. We have started two weekly evening events in the lounge area at 62 Park 

Place. If you weren’t able to come last week, don’t worry; there’s time to catch up;  

Journey in Faith/ RCIA: Mondays will offer an opportunity for those interested in the Catholic faith to 
start from the very basics and learn about what the Church teaches on Scripture, history, the Sacraments and 
the person of Jesus Christ. There will resume on 31st January after exams have been completed. This term, 

we will move onto the gospels, examining what the gospel 
of St John means by the logos (the word) and looking 

through the life of Christ and the crucifixion, seeing how all 
that fits into the Old Testament view of what it means to be 

a Priest, Prophet and King. This will then explain the 
Eucharist, baptism and the other sacraments, in terms of 

Christian and Jewish theology 

Sunday Evening Social: 
After the 5.30pm Mass at the Cathedral on Charles St; we 

are currently 
bound by 

the 
restrictions 
of social 

distancing until the Welsh government removes these, 
hopefully in two weeks time. 

This means that, while the normal plan is more difficult, we 
can nevertheless operate within the limitations of the rule of 
six. Since there are more options, particularly outside, with 

the Pen & wig (Park Grove), I propose that we use this as our 
base for the next couple of weeks. 

62 Park Place  
Inheriting Newman Hall as the main Chaplaincy centre, Fr 

Nicholas has made the decision to return the main hub of the 
Chaplaincy to a much more central and accessible location at 
the heart of the University campus; 62 Park Place. We have a 

large lounge facility and kitchenette for lunch. The 
chaplaincy will be open over the Christmas holidays to 

registered members of the chaplaincy. To gain access during 
the day, staff & students will have to register with us to 

receive the access code- just email 
universitychaplaincy@rcadc.org or come along to the 6pm Sunday Mass or during the weekday. 

Centre for Student Life: I will be Duty-chaplain Friday afternoon between 2-3.30pm during term 
time. If any student wants to speak to me or wants confession, this is a good extra opportunity. 

 

mailto:universitychaplaincy@rcadc.org


 

Staff & Students interested in becoming Catholic: If you are a member of University Staff 
or a student who isn't yet a Catholic but would very much like to become one or if you simply to learn more 

and explore, please do feel free to join in our 6.30pm Monday evening classes, or contact Fr Nicholas 
separately. If Monday evenings are difficult for you, it may be possible to arrange individual RCIA (Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults) classes separately. We already have several people undertaking this journey 

this year and we hope to baptise and welcome them into the Church this Easter. 

ST. PATRICK’S NIGHT CELEBRATION – 17th MARCH 2022  

 
ST PATRICK’S CEILIDH 
AT THE CORNERSTONE, CARDIFF CF10 2GA TEL: 02920 494 425 
EMAIL: cornerstone@spiros.co.uk  

TRADITIONAL IRISH BAND & 2 COURSE DINNER. COST. £20.00.  

To book your table of 10 or individual places please contact the above number.  

Welsh National Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
Save the dates: 25th - 30th July 

We are travelling to Lourdes in 2022 - Come 
& Join Us! 

A full religious programme, all transport, 
travel and full board 4* accommodation are 
included in the pilgrimage package. Detailed 
information will be shared & booking forms 

available from next week.  
Subscribe to our new website, to receive our 

pilgrimage newsletter for further 
updates: www.welshnationalpilgrimage.com 



Contributing towards the Chaplaincy 

Apart from a few standing orders and some financial support from the Archdiocese, the Chaplaincy is 
otherwise almost entirely self supporting. This means that we are hugely dependent on donations from 

parents, alumni and other benefactors. Although we do have a scheme, attached to the donation page on our 
website, through the invest my community scheme, this nevertheless takes a certain percentage out. With 

direct standing orders or one-off payments, however, we benefit from the entire amount bequeathed. If you 
wish to make a one-off payment or set up a regular standing order, our bank details are as follows. 

Payment details for bank transfer 

Acc name: Archdiocese of Cardiff 
Acc No: 83760065 

Sort code: 20-18-23 

This money will not only go on the upkeep of the building for the benefit of the students, it also provides 
important charitable funds to support students who are suffering financial hardship. We have already 

supported a number of students in terms of food provisioning, genuine rent-payment difficulty bereavement 
and family hardship. This money has to come from somewhere, and it comes from such charitable donations 

I would ask that you please be generous to this end, thank you. 

Archdiocese of Cardiff Safeguarding Advisory Commission 

The Safeguarding Advisory Commission seeks to ensure the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults 
through the implementation and monitoring of appropriate policies and procedures. 

Chair: Dr Nora Killeen 

Clergy Advisor: Canon Peter Collins   Telephone: 029 2023 0492 

Safeguarding Co-ordinator: Mr Christopher Mullane 

Contact: Christopher Mullane 
Pastoral Resources Centre 

910 Newport Road 
Rumney 
Cardiff 

CF3 4LL 

Tel: 029 2036 5961 


