
Cardiff University Catholic Chaplaincy 
Catholic Archdiocese of Cardiff (Registered Charity 1177272):  

Archbishop George Stack 

Low Week (2nd Sunday of Easter)- 24th April 2022 

Welcome to the newsletter of the Catholic Chaplaincy to all of the Universities and Institutes of Higher 
Education in Cardiff. Although we are most closely connected with Cardiff University, we are part of the 

Archdiocese of Cardiff and serve all Catholic staff and students of these centres of learning and are proud to 
be able to offer our facilities to those looking for fellowship or those seeking to learn about the Catholic 

faith. 

Catholic Chaplain: Fr Nicholas Williams 
email: nicholas.williams@rcadc.org  Phone:029 2022 8738 (please leave a message as Fr Nicholas is rarely 

at his desk at the moment). General enquiries universitychaplaincy@rcadc.org 

Chaplaincy Assistants: Callum Roberts & Abigail Beckett 

Mass times: (Sundays Year C; Weekdays Year II). Divine Office Psalm wk 2 

Term time Confessions 10.30am Saturdays at Newman Hall little oratory chapel, 5.30pm Sunday at 
the Aquinas Hall (room on the left of the sanctuary with veil for anonymity) and on request. 

Date Feast Grade of 
Solemnity

Venue & Time Intention

Sunday 24th 
April

Second Sunday of Easter 
(Divine Mercy Sunday)

Sunday in 
Eastertide

5.30pm Confessions 
6pm Mass @ Aquinas 
Hall behind 62 Park 
Place

Pro populo 
(students)

Monday 25th 
April

St Mark, Evangelist Feast 6pm @ 62 Park Place 
Journey in Faith 
Moved to Tuesday 
evening

Intention of Alex 
Miles

Tuesday 26th 
April

Tuesday 2nd week of Eastertide Weekday in 
Eastertide

6pm @ 62 Park Place 
6.30pm Journey in 
Faith

Canon William 
Isaac RIP

Wednesday 27th 
April

Wednesday 2nd week of 
Eastertide

Weekday in 
Eastertide

12.30pm @62 Park 
Place

Maria Sullivan 
RIP

Thursday 28th 
April

Thursday 2nd week of Eastertide Weekday in 
Eastertide

5pm Holy Hour 
followed by Mass at 
6pm @ Newman Hall

Private Donor’s 
intention (44) 

Friday 29th 
April

St Catherine of Siena, Virgin, 
Doctor

Feast 6pm @ 62 Park Place Intention of Alex 
Miles

Saturday 30th 
April

St Pius V, Pope Optional 
Memoria

11am @ Newman 
Hall- Confessions at 
10am

Private Donor’s 
intention 

Sunday 1st May Third Sunday of Easter Sunday in 
Eastertide

5.30pm Confessions 
6pm Mass @ Aquinas 
Hall behind 62 Park 
Place

Pro populo 
(students)

mailto:nicholas.williams@rcadc.org


Easter Holidays 
Welcome back to all of our students who are returning from their Easter holidays. I hope that you had a good 

and restful break but I am conscious of the fact that some of our students have stayed in Cardiff over the 
holiday to get on with their work or because they weren’t able to get back home out of the country. My 

sympathies; although I did have a much-needed week after Easter with nothing scheduled, there was still 
much to be done at the Chaplaincy in terms of maintenance and admin work. On that note, you will find the 

graffiti painted over at the Aquinas hall with the new sign up. You will also find a lot of changes to the House 
chapel at 62, with the addition of a new set of home made Stations of the Cross and further progress on the 

altarpiece. 

It seems likely that I will be asked to continue looking after the parishes of Saint Dyfrig, Treforest and All 
Hallows, Miskin for the foreseeable future, possibly even until the end of the summer. I ask, therefore, that 
you bear this extra workload in mind, although I will be available as much as I can during the rest of term 
time. This does mean, though, that I will have very busy weekends. We are coming to the end of our term 
academic year with our final term and I assure all of the students of my prayers as we go towards exam 

week. 

In Treforest, we celebrated a 2 hr 40 minute Easter vigil, with the baptism of two catechumens and the 
confirmation of one of the students there, Ethan; who many of you will know. We offer him a heartfelt 
congratulations for the completion of all of his sacraments of initiation. We look forward to our own to 
catechumens being baptised and receiving their sacrament in the weeks to come. I have to finalise some 

paperwork giving me permission to confer the sacrament of confirmation and, all being well, we will 
celebrate the sacraments before the exam period begins. 

 

Feasts coming up this week 
Divine Mercy Sunday - St Faustina Kowalska (1905-1938) entered a convent 
of the sisters of our Lady of Mercy after an experience in front of the Blessed 
Sacrament which gradually led her to ask for admittance into the religious life. 
As a visionary, sister Faustina witnessed a vision of our Lord appearing to her 
with rays emanating from his wound that he received on the cross by having his 
heart pierced by a lance. Out of it came red and blue light, related to the blood 
and water that came from the wound on his side. He was instructed to have a 
painting made up, depicting this version, with the motto "Jesus, I trust in you". 

When sister Faustina died, a period of time elapsed during which the devotion 
to the divine mercy image grew and eventually, she was Canonised by her 
fellow Pole, Pope Saint John Paul the second on 30 April 2000. A large shrine 
now exists outside Krakow, where she spent his final years. The second Sunday 
of Easter was thereafter denoted as Divine Mercy Sunday, during which we 
pray particularly the divine mercy chaplet and for all those in need. It is a 
plenary indulgences attached to this devotion, 
with the usual conditions of detachment from 
sin, prayer, reception of the Eucharist and 
confession. Confessions will be available at 
5:30 pm in the little room at the left at the back 
of the Aquinas hall. A veil is available for 
anonymity. 

St Mark- Evangelist Monday 25th April- Saint Mark has, by at least the 
early second century been attributed as the author of the first Gospel (first in 
the order that they are given by Sacred Tradition but also likely 
chronologically the first to be written perhaps as early as 65A.D.). Largely 
held to be written in Rome by John Mark, mentioned in the Acts of the 
Apostles, Mark was believed to be a companion and interpreter of Peter for 
a period while he ministered there; “As soon as he [Peter] realised this, he 



went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name was Mark, where many had gathered and 
were praying” (Acts 12:12).  

“After some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Come, let us return and visit the believers[o] in every city where 
we proclaimed the word of the Lord and see how they are doing.” Barnabas wanted to take with them John 
called Mark. But Paul decided not to take with them one who had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not 
accompanied them in the work. The disagreement became so sharp that they parted company; Barnabas took 
Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus” (Acts 15:36-39). By the fourth century, there was a well-
established tradition that St Mark was the founder of the See of Alexandria, on Peter’s authority. This means 
that, like Antioch, Alexandria shares, through Mark, the distinction of being one of the three Petrine Sees 
(Seats of bishoprics that have St Peter as the originator of their Apostolic succession), with Rome holding 

undisputed primacy. 

St Catherine of Siena (1347-1380)— Friday 29th 
April- as patron saint of Europe, we celebrate this 
feast in the life of the European Church. Saint 
Catherine was a remarkable character in the life of the 
mediaeval Church. She was a third order Dominican 
of astounding intellect and ability, living through a 
period of enormous confusion, with the Pope residing, 
not in Rome, but in the French city of Avignon 
(though on land  at that time belonging to the Papal 
states). Saint Catherine managed to convince Pope 
Gregory the 11th to reform the church and return to 
Rome. During the chaos that ensued afterwards 
(things are never that simple), she was a close adviser 
to the papacy. Her incorrupt head is still on display in 
Siena and her equally incorrupt body is buried 

underneath Santa Maria Sopra Minerva in Rome. 

The Papal Palace in Avignon 



The Aquinas Hall 
As you hopefully know, the Aquinas Hall at the back of 62 Park Place is now back in our hands. It's a very 
useful space to have and, on top of our regular 6 pm Sunday evening masses, I hope to use the space for talks 
and for socials going forward. 

We are looking for funding to refurbish the kitchen so that, 
once again, we can cook food there and, by September, I 
would hope to have it to a standard that we have a cheap 
student supper after the Sunday Mass. 

For anyone who doesn't know how to get to the Aquinas 
Hall, it immediately adjoins the rear of 62 Park Place. It 
used to be attached directly to the house via a doorway 
from the hallway, which, I am considering restoring. 
However, for the time being, the main entrance is via the 
double doors accessible through the alleyway between 62 
and 63 Park Place or via the lane that leads between 
Cathays station and Corbett Road. 

Catechumens We continue to pray for Harsh and James, our Catechumens. A Catechumen is 
someone who has been anointed (with, appropriately, the Oil of Catechumens) and set apart ready for 

baptism. This is an important step in their journey towards baptism after the Easter. B 

Dominican Sisters 
I am delighted to announce that two Dominican Sisters from the Community down in the New Forest, Srs 

Hyacinth and Cooey, will be visiting us on Saturday 30th April to talk about their life as Dominicans and to 
discuss vocations more generally. We had a number of Dominicans accompany us to World Youth Day in 

Poland some years ago and they offered so much energy and a wonderful witness to their joy and 
comfortableness in their own charism. I would particularly encourage any women who would be interested 

in religious life to attend this but it is, of course, open to everyone. 



Synodal Update from Madeleine Walters 
I write to thank you all, parish representatives, parish teams, parishioners, 
priests and deacons for all the time and effort you have put in to carrying 
out the synodal process in your parishes and in writing your Report and 

sending it in.  We received 41 Synodal Reports and one from the 
University Chaplaincy.  They were all most interesting to read, the 

characteristics of your different parishes, the methods you used and the 
views of your parishioners, under the headings of Communion, 

Participation and Mission.  It was a challenge to you all to start the 
"listening and discernment" process, to gather views in a variety of ways 

and to write a report, all in a reduced time frame.   

Members of the Diocesan Synodal Team each took one of the themes and read that section across all 42 
reports.  They wrote one or two pages about the emerging themes in their section.  These constituted Draft 
One and these pages were then considered by the Team this week.  One member has now written the final 
draft, Draft Two.  All members of the Team are reading that Draft and will produce their comments so that 

Draft Three, the Final Draft, will be produced this weekend.  This will then be sent to the Archbishop.  It will 
be sent out to parishes on the weekend of April 9th-10th.  The Report will appear in the May edition of the 

Catholic People and will also be put on the archdiocesan website. 

I believe that all of you who have been involved, in any way, great or small, can be rightly proud of your 
contribution.  You have responded to Pope Francis's call to walk together and to enter into a "synodal" 

process of listening and discernment, walking humbly with God, being led by the Holy Spirit and 
recognising Christ in each other and listening to each other.  

The submission of the reports and the diocesan report are not the end of the road.  It is hoped and expected 
that the synodal way of doing things will continue, that we will embark on an ongoing journey of synodal 

conversion and that we will work towards fulfilling Pope Francis's dream of a wholly synodal Church.  You 
have begun at parish level and I wish you well as you continue to do things in the synodal way. 

May God bless your synodal endeavours, Madeleine Walters, Diocesan Synodal Co-ordinator 

The Holy Father’s Prayer for the Ukraine 
We are particularly conscious of the fact that we share full communion with the Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
whose Eparchy in Great Britain is based in London under Bishop Kenneth. As such, the Catholic Chaplaincy 
has a particularly important part to play in the welfare of Ukrainian Catholic students. We pray for peace in 
the Ukraine and for all those affected by the current crisis but we pray particularly for our staff and students 
who have been personally affected by this current crisis.  Please do keep them in your prayers over the 
course of this tragic course of events and if you or anyone you know needs pastoral care in relation to this 
crisis, please do not hesitate to let me know. 

PRAYER FOR UKRAINE 

                                   Mary, Our Lady of Kiev, Mother of God, 

                                         We ask you to intercede for the people of Ukraine, 

                                         For their government, and all who suffer as a result of war. 

                                         Be with them as you stood beside your Son, 

                                         Suffering on the Cross at Calvary. 



                                        Give them strength and courage 

                                        Through faith, hope and jusHce. 

                                        May we, in our turn, 

                                        Support them through prayer and generosity 

                                        That human lives may be saved, 

                                        That the injured may be healed, 

                                        That the dead may rest in peace, 

                                        That there will be peace aIer war. 

                                                                                                      Amen. 

DONATIONS FOR UKRAINE 

A number of parishes have asked how best to make donaHons to relieve suffering in Ukraine. The 
most immediate way is to support the CAFOD emergency appeal Ukraine crisis:   

 How you can help CAFOD 

As a UK charity, CAFOD can collect GiI Aid on the donaHons of parishioners. It is also part of the 
Disasters Emergency CommiOee. The UK Government has commiOed to match fund public 
donaHons through the Disasters Emergency CommiOee appeals up to £20 million. 
www.cafod.org.uk 

The Lenten Alms collected throughout the Archdiocese of Cardiff will this year be allocated to the 
Ukraine Relief Fund. 

http://www.cafod.org.uk


 
THE MOST FAMOUS ICON in the world is probably the Virgin of Kyiv, which was made by a Byzantine 
artist about the year 1132 for Prince Mstislav(1125-1132) of Kyiv. Mstislav, the son of King Volodymyr 
Monomakh (1113-1125), of Kyiv Rus, decided to build a church in Vyshorod, near Kyiv, for which the 
foundation stone was laid in 1132. He commissioned an icon of the Virgin and Child from Byzantium. The 
icon's beauty and importance were fully realized by the Kyivans as two historical chronicles, the Laurentian 
and Hypatian, noted. 
Our Lady of Kyiv, which arrived in Ukraine about 1134, is a masterpiece comparable for its beauty and 
psychological depths to the Mona Lisa. This religious painting, by a Greek, probably reflected the taste of the 
Kyiv royal family and is the first great work in the Kyivan or Ukrainian school of icons. 
Ukrainians usually call the icon the Virgin of Vyshorod, while the Russians call it the Virgin of Vladimir. The 
reason is that Prince Andrew Bogolubsky removed the treasured icon in 1155 or 1164 to his northern city of 
Vladimir before he destroyed Kyiv. Some Ukrainian historians consider this the first attack of the nascent 
Russian nation (Suzdalia) on Ukraine. 
This icon displays an animated face, and the great tenderness of the Virgin for her child, which was very 
unusual for the strict code of icon painting in its day. The Virgin's head, touching the baby, is a gesture of 
such deep affection that, iconographically, it is described by the word "tenderness". It has a profoundly 
Slavic spirit and set the standard for Ukrainian icon painters, which has never been surpassed. The Virgin is 
an individual as well as a symbol of motherhood. 
Fate has preserved the icon through centuries of war, although the faces and some background are all that 
survived 800 years. In 1395 it was taken from Vladimir to Moscow and is now in the Tretyakov Gallery 
there. The original icon measures 78.1 x 54.6 cm. 
The Virgin of Kyiv is an important work of world art and a treasure of the Ukrainian cultural heritage 

Chaplaincy events, talks, discussion groups & socials! 

We are holding the Chaplaincy daily Mass at 62 Park Place except for Thursday evenings and Saturdays, 
which will remain at Newman Hall. We have started two weekly evening events in the lounge area at 62 Park 

Place. If you weren’t able to come last week, don’t worry; there’s time to catch up;  

Journey in Faith/ RCIA: Mondays will offer an opportunity for those interested in the Catholic faith to 
start from the very basics and learn about what the Church teaches on Scripture, history, the Sacraments and 



the person of Jesus Christ. These will resume on 26th April (temporarily moved to Tuesday). This term, we 
will move onto the Eucharist in terms of Christian and 

Jewish theology. 

Sunday Evening Social: 
After the 5.30pm Mass at the Cathedral on Charles St; we 

are currently 
bound by 

the 
restrictions 

of social 
distancing 
until the 
Welsh 

government 
removes 

these, hopefully in two weeks time. 

This means that, while the normal plan is more difficult, we 
can nevertheless operate within the limitations of the rule of 
six. Since there are more options, particularly outside, with 

the Pen & wig (Park Grove), I propose that we use this as our 
base for the next couple of weeks. 

62 Park Place  
Inheriting Newman Hall as the main Chaplaincy centre, Fr 

Nicholas has made the decision to return the main hub of the 
Chaplaincy to a much more central and accessible location at 
the heart of the University campus; 62 Park Place. We have a 
large lounge facility and kitchenette for lunch. The chaplaincy 

will be open over the Easter holidays to registered members of the chaplaincy. To gain access during the 
day, staff & students will have to register with us to receive the access code- just email 

universitychaplaincy@rcadc.org or come along to the 6pm Sunday Mass or during the weekday. 

Centre for Student Life: I will be Duty-chaplain Friday afternoon between 2-3.30pm during term 
time. If any student wants to speak to me or wants confession, this is a good extra opportunity. 

mailto:universitychaplaincy@rcadc.org


Welsh National Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
Save the dates: 25th - 30th July 

We are travelling to Lourdes in 2022 - Come 
& Join Us! 

A full religious programme, all transport, 
travel and full board 4* accommodation are 
included in the pilgrimage package. Detailed 
information will be shared & booking forms 

available from next week.  
Subscribe to our new website, to receive our 

pilgrimage newsletter for further 
updates: www.welshnationalpilgrimage.com 



Belmont Abbey Rosary Procession 

The Annual Rosary Procession at Belmont Abbey will be celebrated on Wednesday 11th May at 9pm. We 
will see if it might be possible to arrange some cars to go up there but I have a governor’s meeting 

beforehand, so won’t be able to leave too early. May is a month of particular devotion to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and I would encourage you to go if you can. 

 
 

Staff & Students interested in becoming Catholic: If you are a member of University Staff 
or a student who isn't yet a Catholic but would very much like to become one or if you simply to learn more 

and explore, please do feel free to join in our 6.30pm Monday evening classes, or contact Fr Nicholas 
separately. If Monday evenings are difficult for you, it may be possible to arrange individual RCIA (Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults) classes separately. We already have several people undertaking this journey 

this year and we hope to baptise and welcome them into the Church this Easter. 



Contributing towards the Chaplaincy 

Apart from a few standing orders and some financial support from the Archdiocese, the Chaplaincy is 
otherwise almost entirely self supporting. This means that we are hugely dependent on donations from 

parents, alumni and other benefactors. Although we do have a scheme, attached to the donation page on our 
website, through the invest my community scheme, this nevertheless takes a certain percentage out. With 

direct standing orders or one-off payments, however, we benefit from the entire amount bequeathed. If you 
wish to make a one-off payment or set up a regular standing order, our bank details are as follows. 

Payment details for bank transfer 

Acc name: Archdiocese of Cardiff 
Acc No: 83760065 

Sort code: 20-18-23 

This money will not only go on the upkeep of the building for the benefit of the students, it also provides 
important charitable funds to support students who are suffering financial hardship. We have already 

supported a number of students in terms of food provisioning, genuine rent-payment difficulty bereavement 
and family hardship. This money has to come from somewhere, and it comes from such charitable donations 

I would ask that you please be generous to this end, thank you. 

Archdiocese of Cardiff Safeguarding Advisory Commission 

The Safeguarding Advisory Commission seeks to ensure the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults 
through the implementation and monitoring of appropriate policies and procedures. 

Chair: Dr Nora Killeen 

Clergy Advisor: Canon Peter Collins   Telephone: 029 2023 0492 

Safeguarding Co-ordinator: Mr Christopher Mullane 

Contact: Christopher Mullane 
Pastoral Resources Centre 

910 Newport Road 
Rumney 
Cardiff 

CF3 4LL 

Tel: 029 2036 5961 


