
Cardiff University Catholic Chaplaincy 
Catholic Archdiocese of Cardiff (Registered Charity 1177272):  

Archbishop George Stack 

Holy Week 10th April 2022 

Welcome to the newsletter of the Catholic Chaplaincy to all of the Universities and Institutes of Higher 
Education in Cardiff. Although we are most closely connected with Cardiff University, we are part of the 

Archdiocese of Cardiff and serve all Catholic staff and students of these centres of learning and are proud to 
be able to offer our facilities to those looking for fellowship or those seeking to learn about the Catholic 

faith. 

Catholic Chaplain: Fr Nicholas Williams 
email: nicholas.williams@rcadc.org  Phone:029 2022 8738 (please leave a message as Fr Nicholas is rarely 

at his desk at the moment). General enquiries universitychaplaincy@rcadc.org 

Chaplaincy Assistants: Callum Roberts & Abigail Beckett 

Mass times: (Sundays Year C; Weekdays Year II). Divine Office Psalm wk 1 

Term time Confessions 10.30am Saturdays at Newman Hall little oratory chapel, 5.30pm Sunday at 
the Aquinas Hall (room on the left of the sanctuary with veil for anonymity) and on request. 

Date Feast Grade of 
Solemnity

Venue & Time Intention

Sunday 10th 
April

Palm Sunday Sunday in 
Lent

No Sunday Mass until 
24th April

Monday 11th 
April

Monday of Holy Week Holy Week 6pm @ 62 Park Place Private donor’s 
intention (37)

Tuesday 12th 
April

Tuesday of Holy Week Holy Week Chrism Mass at 
Cathedral 11.30am

David Gareth 
Williams RIP

Wednesday 13th 
April

Wednesday of Holy Week Holy Week 12.30pm @62 Park 
Place

Private donor’s 
intention

Thursday 14th 
April

Maundy Thursday- Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper

Beginning of 
the Sacred 
Triduum 

7pm @ Cardiff 
Cathedral, Charles St.

See Cathedral 
Newsletter for 
Triduum 

Friday 15th 
April

Good Friday Sacred 
Triduum 

3pm @ Cardiff 
Cathedral, Charles St.

See Cathedral 
Newsletter for 
Triduum 

Saturday 16th 
April

Holy Saturday - Easter Vigil Sacred 
Triduum 

Cardiff Cathedral, 
Charles St.

See Cathedral 
Newsletter for 
Triduum 

Sunday 17th 
April

Easter Sunday Solemnity No Sunday Mass until 
24th April

See Cathedral 
Newsletter for 
Triduum 

mailto:nicholas.williams@rcadc.org


Easter Holidays 
The Chaplaincy is still open during the Easter Holidays and there are still students in residence at Newman 
Hall, so I will still offer Mass throughout Holy Week, this time at 62 Park Place when I am not celebrating 

elsewhere. I will be presiding over the liturgy at Treforest and Llantrisant for the Triduum itself and, for 
those still in Cardiff, I suggest attending the Cathedral or one of the local parishes. 

On Palm Sunday, we celebrate the Triumphal entry into Jerusalem of the Messiah. 

Due to the fact that we are in Year C, we journey through this story through the eyes of Luke but all four 
Gospel writers mention this story. If we look at the narrative without knowledge of the Old Testament or of 
the geography of Jerusalem, we will likely miss a number of important details. The Gospels clearly chart 

Jesus’ route from the Mount of Olives to the Temple. The Mount of Olives is directly from the East of 
Jerusalem; East, or Quedam in Hebrew, has great significance in the Jewish religion. It is the direction of the 
past and the future; the direction of Eden and the Ancient heavens. The Temple itself was orientated so that 

the doors opened towards the East and at the rising of the sun, the light would flood into the Temple. 

We see this in Ezekiel 43 and 44: “Then he brought me to the gate, the gate facing East. And there, the glory 
of the God of Israel was coming from the East; the sound was like the sound of mighty waters; and the earth 
shone with his glory. The vision I saw was like the vision that I had seen when he came to destroy the city, 

and like the vision that I had seen by the river Chebar; and I fell upon my face. As the glory of the Lord 
entered the temple by the gate facing East, the spirit lifted me up, and brought me into the inner court; and 

the glory of the Lord filled the temple’. (Ezekiel 43:1-5, NRSV) 

By crossing from the Mount of Olives, across the Kidron valley to the Temple Mount, Jesus very likely 
entered through what is now known as the Gate of Mercy, or the Golden Gate. This gate was rich with 

Messianic meaning to the Jews and, as such, the current gate has been walled up since at least 1514 by the 
Ottoman rulers of Jerusalem, partly for defensive purposes but possibly to put a stop to any Messianic 

expectations. Ezekiel mentions the gate being permanently shut in Ez 44. As such, this gate has been equated  
by some of the Church Fathers (Jerome amongst others) with the Perpetual Virginity of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. 
 



 

Following the entry into Jerusalem, through the liturgy, we bring the past into the present as we journey 
further into Holy week. The liturgy literally places us there at the midst of the events. At the Chrism Mass, 
all priests of the Archdiocese unite themselves with the Archbishop and the Oils are consecrated. After this, 
we enter into the Triduum (Latin meaning Three days) where we enter into the mystery of the first Mass; the 
Mass is not just the Last supper as Luther tried to suggest but a making present of the whole three days of the 

Triduum. The Last supper was, like the Passover, a Sacrifice and Meal. A communion meal in which the 
Sacrificial Lamb is eaten. Good Friday is the Sacrifice of the Lamb of God on the Cross; the Last Supper is 

the meal in which the victim is eaten under the appearances of bread and wine. The resurrection then 
completes the work of destroying death as Jesus’ glorified body is risen from the tomb.  

In the Mass, all of these are brought present; the consecration, dividing the Body from the Blood is a 
Sacramental act of Sacrifice making the one Sacrifice of Christ present. It is not a separate sacrifice. 

Communion brings us to the altar to receive the Flesh and Blood (the blood is the life of the victim) of the 
Sacrificed Lamb. The mingling of the fractioned Host with the Blood at the Agnus Dei is the symbol of the 
resurrection as the Flesh and Blood of Christ are united (of course, in the Eucharistic species, Body Blood, 

Soul and Divinity are always present as long as the Sacramental signs of bread and wine endure). 

Mount of Olives 
(Due East of the 
Temple)

Ottoman rebuild of the 
Golden Gate (since 1541) 
and Temple Mount

Kidron Valley

Google Maps



The Aquinas Hall 
As you hopefully know, the Aquinas Hall at the back of 62 Park Place is now back in our hands. It's a very 
useful space to have and, on top of our regular 6 pm Sunday evening masses, I hope to use the space for talks 
and for socials going forward. 

We are looking for funding to refurbish the kitchen so that, 
once again, we can cook food there and, by September, I 
would hope to have it to a standard that we have a cheap 
student supper after the Sunday Mass. 

For anyone who doesn't know how to get to the Aquinas 
Hall, it immediately adjoins the rear of 62 Park Place. It 
used to be attached directly to the house via a doorway 
from the hallway, which, I am considering restoring. 
However, for the time being, the main entrance is via the 
double doors accessible through the alleyway between 62 
and 63 Park Place or via the lane that leads between 
Cathays station and Corbett Road. 

Catechumens We continue to pray for Harsh and James, our Catechumens. A Catechumen is 
someone who has been anointed (with, appropriately, the Oil of Catechumens) and set apart ready for 

baptism. This is an important step in their journey towards baptism after the Easter. B 

Dominican Sisters 
I am delighted to announce that two 

Dominican Sisters from the Community 
down in the New Forest, Srs Hyacinth and 
Cooey, will be visiting us on Saturday 30th 
April to talk about their life as Dominicans 

and to discuss vocations more generally. We 
had a number of Dominicans accompany us 
to World Youth Day in Poland some years 
ago and they offered so much energy and a 

wonderful witness to their joy and 
comfortableness in their own charism. I 

would particularly encourage any women 
who would be interested in religious life to 

attend this but it is, of course, open to 
everyone. The photo to the left is from a 

talk she gave to Reading CathSoc. 

Synodal Update from Madeleine Walters 
I write to thank you all, parish representatives, parish teams, parishioners, 
priests and deacons for all the time and effort you have put in to carrying 
out the synodal process in your parishes and in writing your Report and 

sending it in.  We received 41 Synodal Reports and one from the 
University Chaplaincy.  They were all most interesting to read, the 

characteristics of your different parishes, the methods you used and the 
views of your parishioners, under the headings of Communion, 

Participation and Mission.  It was a challenge to you all to start the 
"listening and discernment" process, to gather views in a variety of ways 

and to write a report, all in a reduced time frame.   



Members of the Diocesan Synodal Team each took one of the themes and read that section across all 42 
reports.  They wrote one or two pages about the emerging themes in their section.  These constituted Draft 
One and these pages were then considered by the Team this week.  One member has now written the final 
draft, Draft Two.  All members of the Team are reading that Draft and will produce their comments so that 

Draft Three, the Final Draft, will be produced this weekend.  This will then be sent to the Archbishop.  It will 
be sent out to parishes on the weekend of April 9th-10th.  The Report will appear in the May edition of the 

Catholic People and will also be put on the archdiocesan website. 

I believe that all of you who have been involved, in any way, great or small, can be rightly proud of your 
contribution.  You have responded to Pope Francis's call to walk together and to enter into a "synodal" 

process of listening and discernment, walking humbly with God, being led by the Holy Spirit and 
recognising Christ in each other and listening to each other.  

The submission of the reports and the diocesan report are not the end of the road.  It is hoped and expected 
that the synodal way of doing things will continue, that we will embark on an ongoing journey of synodal 

conversion and that we will work towards fulfilling Pope Francis's dream of a wholly synodal Church.  You 
have begun at parish level and I wish you well as you continue to do things in the synodal way. 

May God bless your synodal endeavours, Madeleine Walters, Diocesan Synodal Co-ordinator 

The Holy Father’s Prayer for the Ukraine 
We are particularly conscious of the fact that we share full communion with the Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
whose Eparchy in Great Britain is based in London under Bishop Kenneth. As such, the Catholic Chaplaincy 
has a particularly important part to play in the welfare of Ukrainian Catholic students. We pray for peace in 
the Ukraine and for all those affected by the current crisis but we pray particularly for our staff and students 
who have been personally affected by this current crisis.  Please do keep them in your prayers over the 
course of this tragic course of events and if you or anyone you know needs pastoral care in relation to this 
crisis, please do not hesitate to let me know. 

PRAYER FOR UKRAINE 

                                   Mary, Our Lady of Kiev, Mother of God, 

                                         We ask you to intercede for the people of Ukraine, 

                                         For their government, and all who suffer as a result of war. 

                                         Be with them as you stood beside your Son, 

                                         Suffering on the Cross at Calvary. 

                                        Give them strength and courage 

                                        Through faith, hope and jusHce. 

                                        May we, in our turn, 

                                        Support them through prayer and generosity 

                                        That human lives may be saved, 

                                        That the injured may be healed, 



                                        That the dead may rest in peace, 

                                        That there will be peace aIer war. 

                                                                                                      Amen. 

DONATIONS FOR UKRAINE 

A number of parishes have asked how best to make donaHons to relieve suffering in Ukraine. The 
most immediate way is to support the CAFOD emergency appeal Ukraine crisis:   

 How you can help CAFOD 

As a UK charity, CAFOD can collect GiI Aid on the donaHons of parishioners. It is also part of the 
Disasters Emergency CommiOee. The UK Government has commiOed to match fund public 
donaHons through the Disasters Emergency CommiOee appeals up to £20 million. 
www.cafod.org.uk 

The Lenten Alms collected throughout the Archdiocese of Cardiff will this year be allocated to the 
Ukraine Relief Fund. 

 
THE MOST FAMOUS ICON in the world is probably the Virgin of Kyiv, which was made by a Byzantine 
artist about the year 1132 for Prince Mstislav(1125-1132) of Kyiv. Mstislav, the son of King Volodymyr 
Monomakh (1113-1125), of Kyiv Rus, decided to build a church in Vyshorod, near Kyiv, for which the 
foundation stone was laid in 1132. He commissioned an icon of the Virgin and Child from Byzantium. The 
icon's beauty and importance were fully realized by the Kyivans as two historical chronicles, the Laurentian 
and Hypatian, noted. 

http://www.cafod.org.uk


Our Lady of Kyiv, which arrived in Ukraine about 1134, is a masterpiece comparable for its beauty and 
psychological depths to the Mona Lisa. This religious painting, by a Greek, probably reflected the taste of the 
Kyiv royal family and is the first great work in the Kyivan or Ukrainian school of icons. 
Ukrainians usually call the icon the Virgin of Vyshorod, while the Russians call it the Virgin of Vladimir. The 
reason is that Prince Andrew Bogolubsky removed the treasured icon in 1155 or 1164 to his northern city of 
Vladimir before he destroyed Kyiv. Some Ukrainian historians consider this the first attack of the nascent 
Russian nation (Suzdalia) on Ukraine. 
This icon displays an animated face, and the great tenderness of the Virgin for her child, which was very 
unusual for the strict code of icon painting in its day. The Virgin's head, touching the baby, is a gesture of 
such deep affection that, iconographically, it is described by the word "tenderness". It has a profoundly 
Slavic spirit and set the standard for Ukrainian icon painters, which has never been surpassed. The Virgin is 
an individual as well as a symbol of motherhood. 
Fate has preserved the icon through centuries of war, although the faces and some background are all that 
survived 800 years. In 1395 it was taken from Vladimir to Moscow and is now in the Tretyakov Gallery 
there. The original icon measures 78.1 x 54.6 cm. 
The Virgin of Kyiv is an important work of world art and a treasure of the Ukrainian cultural heritage 

Chaplaincy events, talks, discussion groups & socials! 

We are holding the Chaplaincy daily Mass at 62 Park Place except for Thursday evenings and Saturdays, 
which will remain at Newman Hall. We have started two weekly evening events in the lounge area at 62 Park 

Place. If you weren’t able to come last week, don’t worry; there’s time to catch up;  

Journey in Faith/ RCIA: Mondays will offer an opportunity for those interested in the Catholic faith to 
start from the very basics and learn about what the Church teaches on Scripture, history, the Sacraments and 
the person of Jesus Christ. There will resume on 31st January after exams have been completed. This term, 

we will move onto the gospels, examining what the gospel 
of St John means by the logos (the word) and looking 

through the life of Christ and the crucifixion, seeing how all 
that fits into the Old Testament view of what it means to be 

a Priest, Prophet and King. This will then explain the 
Eucharist, baptism and the other sacraments, in terms of 

Christian and Jewish theology 

Sunday Evening Social: 
After the 5.30pm Mass at the Cathedral on Charles St; we 

are currently 
bound by 

the 
restrictions 
of social 

distancing until the Welsh government removes these, 
hopefully in two weeks time. 

This means that, while the normal plan is more difficult, we 
can nevertheless operate within the limitations of the rule of 
six. Since there are more options, particularly outside, with 

the Pen & wig (Park Grove), I propose that we use this as our 
base for the next couple of weeks. 

62 Park Place  
Inheriting Newman Hall as the main Chaplaincy centre, Fr 

Nicholas has made the decision to return the main hub of the 
Chaplaincy to a much more central and accessible location at 
the heart of the University campus; 62 Park Place. We have a 

large lounge facility and kitchenette for lunch. The 



chaplaincy will be open over the Easter holidays to registered members of the chaplaincy. To gain access 
during the day, staff & students will have to register with us to receive the access code- just email 
universitychaplaincy@rcadc.org or come along to the 6pm Sunday Mass or during the weekday. 

Centre for Student Life: I will be Duty-chaplain Friday afternoon between 2-3.30pm during term 
time. If any student wants to speak to me or wants confession, this is a good extra opportunity. 

 
 

Staff & Students interested in becoming Catholic: If you are a member of University Staff 
or a student who isn't yet a Catholic but would very much like to become one or if you simply to learn more 

and explore, please do feel free to join in our 6.30pm Monday evening classes, or contact Fr Nicholas 
separately. If Monday evenings are difficult for you, it may be possible to arrange individual RCIA (Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults) classes separately. We already have several people undertaking this journey 

this year and we hope to baptise and welcome them into the Church this Easter. 

Welsh National Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
Save the dates: 25th - 30th July 

We are travelling to Lourdes in 2022 - Come 
& Join Us! 

A full religious programme, all transport, 
travel and full board 4* accommodation are 
included in the pilgrimage package. Detailed 
information will be shared & booking forms 

available from next week.  
Subscribe to our new website, to receive our 

pilgrimage newsletter for further 
updates: www.welshnationalpilgrimage.com 

mailto:universitychaplaincy@rcadc.org


Vocations discernment 
retreat with the 
Monastic Community of 
Buckfast Abbey.

Holy Week 2022

The Monastic Community is o! ering 
to share (free of charge) their spiritual 
journey through Holy Week with twelve 
men who are discerning their vocation 
to the priesthood or religious life. 
Arriving on the eve of Palm Sunday 
(Sat 9th April), and departing on 
Easter Sunday (17th April), the guided 
retreat is an opportunity to immerse 
oneself, and participate in, the sacred 
drama and ritual of the greatest and 
holiest week of our liturgical year.

Buckfast Abbey Trust Registered Charity number 232497

To make a general enquiry, please contact
vocationsretreat@buckfast.org.uk



Contributing towards the Chaplaincy 

Apart from a few standing orders and some financial support from the Archdiocese, the Chaplaincy is 
otherwise almost entirely self supporting. This means that we are hugely dependent on donations from 

parents, alumni and other benefactors. Although we do have a scheme, attached to the donation page on our 
website, through the invest my community scheme, this nevertheless takes a certain percentage out. With 

direct standing orders or one-off payments, however, we benefit from the entire amount bequeathed. If you 
wish to make a one-off payment or set up a regular standing order, our bank details are as follows. 

Payment details for bank transfer 

Acc name: Archdiocese of Cardiff 
Acc No: 83760065 

Sort code: 20-18-23 

This money will not only go on the upkeep of the building for the benefit of the students, it also provides 
important charitable funds to support students who are suffering financial hardship. We have already 

supported a number of students in terms of food provisioning, genuine rent-payment difficulty bereavement 
and family hardship. This money has to come from somewhere, and it comes from such charitable donations 

I would ask that you please be generous to this end, thank you. 

Archdiocese of Cardiff Safeguarding Advisory Commission 

The Safeguarding Advisory Commission seeks to ensure the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults 
through the implementation and monitoring of appropriate policies and procedures. 

Chair: Dr Nora Killeen 

Clergy Advisor: Canon Peter Collins   Telephone: 029 2023 0492 

Safeguarding Co-ordinator: Mr Christopher Mullane 

Contact: Christopher Mullane 
Pastoral Resources Centre 

910 Newport Road 
Rumney 
Cardiff 

CF3 4LL 

Tel: 029 2036 5961 


