
Cardiff University Catholic Chaplaincy 
Catholic Archdiocese of Cardiff (Registered Charity 1177272):  

Archbishop George Stack 

6th Sunday of Easter- 22nd May 2022 

Welcome to the newsletter of the Catholic Chaplaincy to all of the Universities and Institutes of Higher 
Education in Cardiff. Although we are most closely connected with Cardiff University, we are part of the 

Archdiocese of Cardiff and serve all Catholic staff and students of these centres of learning and are proud to 
be able to offer our facilities to those looking for fellowship or those seeking to learn about the Catholic 

faith. 

Catholic Chaplain: Fr Nicholas Williams 
email: nicholas.williams@rcadc.org  Phone:029 2022 8738 (please leave a message as Fr Nicholas is rarely 

at his desk at the moment). General enquiries universitychaplaincy@rcadc.org 

Chaplaincy Assistants: Callum Roberts & Abigail Beckett 

Mass times: (Sundays Year C; Weekdays Year II). Divine Office Psalm wk 2 

Term time Confessions 10.30am Saturdays at Newman Hall little oratory chapel, 5.30pm Sunday at 
the Aquinas Hall (room on the left of the sanctuary with veil for anonymity) and on request. 

Date Feast Grade of 
Solemnity

Venue & Time Intention

Sunday 22nd 
May

Sixth Sunday of Easter (Baptism 
& Sacraments of initiation of 
our two Catechumens)

Sunday in 
Eastertide

5.30pm Confessions 
6pm Mass @ Aquinas 
Hall behind 62 Park 
Place

Pro populo 
(students)

Monday 23rd 
May

Dedication of the Cathedral Feast 6pm @ 62 Park Place 
6.30pm Journey in 
Faith

Private Donor’s 
intention (54)

Tuesday 24th 
May

Tuesday 6th week of Eastertide Weekday in 
Eastertide

6pm @ 62 Park Place Private Donor’s 
intention 

Wednesday 25th 
May

Pope St Gregory VII Optional 
Memoria

12.30pm @62 Park 
Place

Anne Atkins 

Thursday 26th 
May

Ascension of the Lord Solemnity 5pm Holy Hour 
followed by Mass at 
6pm @ Newman Hall

Vocations to the 
priesthood & 
religious life

Friday 27th 
May

St Augustine of Canterbury Optional 
Memoria

8.30am @ 62 Park 
Place Note Mass 
time change

Alex Miles 

Saturday 28th 
May

Saturday 6th week of Eastertide Weekday in 
Eastertide

No Mass or 
Confessions- Fr 
Nicholas at Allen Hall 
Seminary

Fr Chris Delaney 
(Mass offered at 
Allen Hall)

Sunday 29th 
May

Seventh Sunday of Easter Sunday in 
Eastertide

5.30pm Confessions 
6pm Mass @ Aquinas 
Hall behind 62 Park 
Place

Pro populo 
(students)

mailto:nicholas.williams@rcadc.org


News 

Visit of Bishop Kenneth NowaKowski: Bishop Kenneth is the Eparch (Bishop) who has oversight of 
Ukrainian Catholics in Britain and he will be coming to the Chaplaincy for a lunchtime meeting on 31st May. 
I will be giving him a tour of both our Chaplaincy buildings; 62 and Newman Hall and he, I’m sure, will be 
interested in meeting students. Bishop Kenneth is in full Communion with the Holy See and is appointed by 
the Pope; therefore, he is not a Latin-Rite Catholic but, rather, an Eastern, or Byzantine-Rite Catholic. This is 
not to be confused with the Orthodox, who are sadly not in communion with us and who do not recognise the 

Primacy of the Pope. We do not benefit from the established presence of a Ukrainian Catholic priest in 
Cardiff, so we are extremely excited to welcome Bishop Kenneth who will discuss what we might be able to 

do to look after Ukrainian Catholics, who, as such, are under our duty of care. 

Treforest & Miskin: For the time being It seems likely that I will be asked to continue looking after the 
parishes of Saint Dyfrig, Treforest and All Hallows, Miskin for the foreseeable future, possibly even until the 
end of the summer. I ask, therefore, that you bear this extra workload in mind, although I will be available as 
much as I can during the rest of term time. This does mean, though, that I will have very busy weekends. We 

are coming to the end of our term academic year with our final term and I assure all of the students of my 
prayers as we go towards exam week. 



Exams: please be assured of my prayers during what I know is an extremely stressful time for you all. I 
remember because I've been there myself several times. Again, don't forget that life is a pilgrimage and this 

stage in your lives, whilst important, needs to be put in the wider context of what we are called to do as 
Christians. Life isn't all about results and pressures; it’s about being a disciple of Christ and being open to 

surprises both good and less welcome. That doesn’t matter- the Lord is in charge of all things and providence 
is our guide. I ask you to ensure that you don't put yourselves under any risk or undue pressure. If you feel 

concerned in any way, please do not hesitate to speak to me. 

Newman Hall: For anybody interested in living at Newman Hall next year, we are now oversubscribed and 
have all of our rooms already accounted for. There may be the possibility of dropouts further down the line, 
which would not become clear until much later in the summer, so, we are very much not able to guarantee 

further places at this time. However, if you do want to be considered, we have a number of people on a 
holding list for such eventualities on a first come first served basis. 

Harsh & James We continue to pray for 
Harsh and James, our Catechumens. A Catechumen 

is someone who has been anointed (with, 
appropriately, the Oil of Catechumens) and set 

apart ready for baptism. This is an important step in 
their journey towards baptism in the coming weeks. 
I have now received the necessary permissions and 
“faculties”, so we will be baptising them during the 

evening Mass on Sunday 22nd May. 

Harsh has chose St John Henry Newman as his 
confirmation saint and James has chosen James the 

Greater. Baptism and confirmation will be 
conferred directly after the homily and then they 
will both receive the Eucharist for the first time, 

completing their sacraments of initiation. 

Feasts coming up this week 
The Dedication of the Cathedral: every diocese celebrates the date of the 
consecration of its own cathedral. As you are all aware, our cathedral, Cardiff 
Cathedral, is dedicated to St David and is located in Charles Street. It was 
consecrated in 1887 as a parish church, since Cardiff did not become an 
Archdiocese until 1916 and the previous pro-cathedral of Newport and 
Menevia (and then just the diocese of Newport), had been established at 
Belmont Abbey until 1920. A Cathedral is named such because it is there that 
one will find the Cathedra (from both Latin and Greek), or Chair, of the 
Bishop. The Bishop is the centre of unity in the diocese. 

We are in communion with Rome in as much as we are in communion with our 
Bishop who is in communion with Rome. Cardiff is also something called a 
"Metropolitan" See (again from Latin sede- chair or throne), which means that 
we have an Archbishop rather than a normal bishop. A bishop is a bishop is a 
bishop, so to speak, but an Archbishop is a bishop who has special jurisdiction 
and authority. 

This principal was particularly useful during the Middle Ages when the unified 
authority that Rome provided was not always easy to guarantee without the 
assistance of these special Metropolitan Archbishops who would act in union with the pope for the good of 
the church, to resolve issues amongst the lower ranking (suffragen) bishops underneath them. As a sign of 
their special relationship, A lambs wool scarf called a Pallium would be granted to an Archbishop by the 
Pope as a sign of their shared mission. 



The Solemnity of the Ascension: Since 2017, the bishops conference of England and Wales have restored 
this important Solemnity to the actual day (Thursday of the 6th week of Easter) rather than the following 
Sunday. This takes place 40 days after Easter Sunday and is an ancient feast possibly going back to the time 
of the Apostles themselves. The Ascension is only mentioned in two Gospels and Act 1 (which is a 

continuation of Luke’s Gospel). From the context of 
Luke-acts, it is possible to assume that the Ascension 
took place on or around the Mount of olives, 
immediately to the East of Jerusalem. This would 
certainly lend some explanation as to the tradition of 
looking towards the East for the Second coming of 
Christ, as mentioned in Matthews Gospel (Mt 24:27). 

Mark 16:19 “So then the Lord Jesus, after he had 
spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat 
down at the right hand of God” 

Luke 24:50-51 “Then he led them out as far as 
Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 
While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them 
and was carried up into heaven.”  

The Ascension is fundamentally different from the 
assumption of Mary on August 15 in that Jesus 
ascended by his own power. 

St Augustine (d. c. 604): Saint Augustine was a 
Roman monk who was sent by Pope Gregory in 597 

(reigned 590-604) on mission to evangelise the pagan 
Angles and Saxons, the ancestors of the modern English nation. St Augustine was given Ecclesiastical 

authority over Britain by Pope Gregory and set up a See at Canterbury, an old Roman town and the Capital 
of the Anglo-Saxon Kingdom of Kent, under King Æthelberht, who converted to Christianity. St Augustine 

also encountered the British (Welsh & Cornish etc.) bishops who had been in place since the Roman Empire, 
through which Christianity was introduced to Britain. After a period of over a century of some degree of 
independence from the rest of the Catholic Church, “Celtic Christianity” had developed some of its own 

customs which were out of accord with, not only the Roman practice but the practice in the entire rest of the 
Church. To try to make any point that Celtic Christianity was fundamentally separate from Rome would be 

begging a question to seek a precedent for schism. Schism (bishops and their subjects separating themselves 
from visible communion with the rest of the Church) always has and still is considered a serious scandal 
within Christianity. The British bishops took a personal dislike to what they perceived as St Augustine's 
haughtiness but ultimately the Roman practice for the dating of Easter, etc. was eventually reestablished 

across Britain by the Synod of Whitby (664). 

The Aquinas Hall 
As you hopefully know, the Aquinas Hall at the back of 62 Park Place is now back in our hands. It's a very 
useful space to have and, on top of our regular 6 pm Sunday evening masses, I hope to use the space for talks 
and for socials going forward. 

We are looking for funding to refurbish the kitchen so that, 
once again, we can cook food there and, by September, I 
would hope to have it to a standard that we have a cheap 
student supper after the Sunday Mass. 

For anyone who doesn't know how to get to the Aquinas 
Hall, it immediately adjoins the rear of 62 Park Place. It 
used to be attached directly to the house via a doorway 
from the hallway, which, I am considering restoring. 
However, for the time being, the main entrance is via the 
double doors accessible through the alleyway between 62 
and 63 Park Place or via the lane that leads between 



Cathays station and Corbett Road. 

DONATIONS FOR UKRAINE 

A number of parishes have asked how best to make dona5ons to relieve suffering in Ukraine. The 
most immediate way is to support the CAFOD emergency appeal Ukraine crisis:   

 How you can help CAFOD 

As a UK charity, CAFOD can collect GiF Aid on the dona5ons of parishioners. It is also part of the 
Disasters Emergency CommiIee. The UK Government has commiIed to match fund public 
dona5ons through the Disasters Emergency CommiIee appeals up to £20 million. 
www.cafod.org.uk 

The Lenten Alms collected throughout the Archdiocese of Cardiff will this year be allocated to the 
Ukraine Relief Fund 

Chaplaincy events, talks, discussion groups & socials! 

We are holding the Chaplaincy daily Mass at 62 Park Place except for Thursday evenings and Saturdays, 
which will remain at Newman Hall. We have started two weekly evening events in the lounge area at 62 Park 

Place. If you weren’t able to come last week, don’t worry; there’s time to catch up;  

Journey in Faith/ RCIA: Mondays will offer an opportunity for those interested in the Catholic faith to 
start from the very basics and learn about what the Church teaches on Scripture, history, the Sacraments and 
the person of Jesus Christ. We we hold the last of these on Monday 23rd May (for those who wish to attend 
but absolutely no expectation), to allow everybody to focus on their exams. This last session, we will look at 
the Reformation and see the different Eucharistic theologies that came out of Lutheranism and Zwinglianism 

and how that affected Eucharistic theology across Europe 

Centre for Student Life: I will be Duty-chaplain Friday afternoon between 2-3.30pm during term 
time. If any student wants to speak to me or wants confession, this is a good extra opportunity. 

 

Welsh National Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
Save the dates: 25th - 30th July 

We are travelling to Lourdes in 2022 - Come 
& Join Us! 

A full religious programme, all transport, 
travel and full board 4* accommodation are 
included in the pilgrimage package. Detailed 
information will be shared & booking forms 

available from next week.  
Subscribe to our new website, to receive our 

pilgrimage newsletter for further 
updates: www.welshnationalpilgrimage.com 

http://www.cafod.org.uk


Contributing towards the Chaplaincy 

Apart from a few standing orders and some financial support from the Archdiocese, the Chaplaincy is 
otherwise almost entirely self supporting. This means that we are hugely dependent on donations from 

parents, alumni and other benefactors. Although we do have a scheme, attached to the donation page on our 
website, through the invest my community scheme, this nevertheless takes a certain percentage out. With 

direct standing orders or one-off payments, however, we benefit from the entire amount bequeathed. If you 
wish to make a one-off payment or set up a regular standing order, our bank details are as follows. 

Payment details for bank transfer 

Acc name: Archdiocese of Cardiff 
Acc No: 83760065 

Sort code: 20-18-23 

This money will not only go on the upkeep of the building for the benefit of the students, it also provides 
important charitable funds to support students who are suffering financial hardship. We have already 

supported a number of students in terms of food provisioning, genuine rent-payment difficulty bereavement 
and family hardship. This money has to come from somewhere, and it comes from such charitable donations 

I would ask that you please be generous to this end, thank you. 

Archdiocese of Cardiff Safeguarding Advisory Commission 

The Safeguarding Advisory Commission seeks to ensure the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults 
through the implementation and monitoring of appropriate policies and procedures. 

Chair: Dr Nora Killeen 

Clergy Advisor: Canon Peter Collins   Telephone: 029 2023 0492 

Safeguarding Co-ordinator: Mr Christopher Mullane 

Contact: Christopher Mullane 
Pastoral Resources Centre 

910 Newport Road 
Rumney 
Cardiff 

CF3 4LL 

Tel: 029 2036 5961 


