
Cardiff University Catholic Chaplaincy 
Catholic Archdiocese of Cardiff (Registered Charity 1177272):  

Archbishop George Stack 

5th Sunday of Easter- 15th May 2022 

Welcome to the newsletter of the Catholic Chaplaincy to all of the Universities and Institutes of Higher 
Education in Cardiff. Although we are most closely connected with Cardiff University, we are part of the 

Archdiocese of Cardiff and serve all Catholic staff and students of these centres of learning and are proud to 
be able to offer our facilities to those looking for fellowship or those seeking to learn about the Catholic 

faith. 

Catholic Chaplain: Fr Nicholas Williams 
email: nicholas.williams@rcadc.org  Phone:029 2022 8738 (please leave a message as Fr Nicholas is rarely 

at his desk at the moment). General enquiries universitychaplaincy@rcadc.org 

Chaplaincy Assistants: Callum Roberts & Abigail Beckett 

Mass times: (Sundays Year C; Weekdays Year II). Divine Office Psalm wk 4 

Term time Confessions 10.30am Saturdays at Newman Hall little oratory chapel, 5.30pm Sunday at 
the Aquinas Hall (room on the left of the sanctuary with veil for anonymity) and on request. 

Date Feast Grade of 
Solemnity

Venue & Time Intention

Sunday 15th 
May

Fifth Sunday of Easter Sunday in 
Eastertide

5.30pm Confessions 
6pm Mass @ Aquinas 
Hall behind 62 Park 
Place

Pro populo 
(students)

Monday 16th 
May

Monday 5th week of Eastertide Weekday in 
Eastertide

6pm @ 62 Park Place 
6.30pm Journey in 
Faith

Alex Miles 

Tuesday 17th 
May

Tuesday 5th week of Eastertide Weekday in 
Eastertide

6pm @ 62 Park Place Private Donor’s 
intention (56)

Wednesday 18th 
May

Pope St John I, Martyr Optional 
Memoria

12.30pm @62 Park 
Place

Private Donor’s 
intention 

Thursday 19th 
May

Thursday 5th week of Eastertide Weekday in 
Eastertide

5pm Holy Hour 
followed by Mass at 
6pm @ Newman Hall

Private Donor’s 
intention 

Friday 20th 
May

Friday 5th week of Eastertide Weekday in 
Eastertide

6pm @ 62 Park Place 
Aquinas talks now 
finished due to exam 
preparation

Alex Miles 

Saturday 21st 
May

Saturday 5th week of Eastertide Weekday in 
Eastertide

11am @ Newman 
Hall- Confessions at 
10.30am

Vocations to the 
priesthood & 
religious life

Sunday 22nd 
May

Fifth Sunday of Easter (Baptism 
& Sacraments of initiation of 
our two Catechumens)

Sunday in 
Eastertide

5.30pm Confessions 
6pm Mass @ Aquinas 
Hall behind 62 Park 
Place

Pro populo 
(students)

mailto:nicholas.williams@rcadc.org


News 
Vocations Sunday As many of you will know, I am also the vocations director for the Archdiocese of 

Cardiff. This weekend is traditionally an opportunity to emphasise the importance of praying for vacations 
and a chance to raise funds for the priest training fund. Being poor students, I don’t request collection money 

from you except for fair contribution for consumables but I do invite you to contribute generously in the 
years to come when you are working and able to support your own parishes and diocese. The church has to 

be financially sustainable and, although some money comes from property and investments, the vast majority 
comes from the offerings of the people who have a shared responsibility for building up and supporting the 
Church. I have produced an online vocations magazine which I will consider printing a limited number of 

copies for schools and parishes. 

Visit of Bishop Kenneth NowaKowski: Bishop Kenneth is the Eparch (Bishop) who has oversight of 
Ukrainian Catholics in Britain and he will be coming to the Chaplaincy for a lunchtime meeting on 31st May. 
I will be giving him a tour of both our Chaplaincy buildings; 62 and Newman Hall and he, I’m sure, will be 
interested in meeting students. Bishop Kenneth is in full Communion with the Holy See and is appointed by 
the Pope; therefore, he is not a Latin-Rite Catholic but, rather, an Eastern, or Byzantine-Rite Catholic. This is 
not to be confused with the Orthodox, who are sadly not in communion with us and who do not recognise the 

Primacy of the Pope. We do not benefit from the established presence of a Ukrainian Catholic priest in 
Cardiff, so we are extremely excited to welcome Bishop Kenneth who will discuss what we might be able to 

do to look after Ukrainian Catholics, who, as such, are under our duty of care. 



Treforest & Miskin: For the time being It seems likely that I will be asked to continue looking after the 
parishes of Saint Dyfrig, Treforest and All Hallows, Miskin for the foreseeable future, possibly even until the 
end of the summer. I ask, therefore, that you bear this extra workload in mind, although I will be available as 
much as I can during the rest of term time. This does mean, though, that I will have very busy weekends. We 

are coming to the end of our term academic year with our final term and I assure all of the students of my 
prayers as we go towards exam week. 

Exams: please be assured of my prayers during what I know is an extremely stressful time for you all. I 
remember because I've been there myself several times. Again, don't forget that life is a pilgrimage and this 

stage in your lives, whilst important, needs to be put in the wider context of what we are called to do as 
Christians. Life isn't all about results and pressures; it’s about being a disciple of Christ and being open to 

surprises both good and less welcome. That doesn’t matter- the Lord is in charge of all things and providence 
is our guide. I ask you to ensure that you don't put yourselves under any risk or undue pressure. If you feel 

concerned in any way, please do not hesitate to speak to me. 

Newman Hall: For anybody interested in living at Newman Hall next year, we are now oversubscribed and 
have all of our rooms already accounted for. There may be the possibility of dropouts further down the line, 
which would not become clear until much later in the summer, so, we are very much not able to guarantee 

further places at this time. However, if you do want to be considered, we have a number of people on a 
holding list for such eventualities on a first come first served basis. 

Harsh & James We continue to pray for 
Harsh and James, our Catechumens. A Catechumen 

is someone who has been anointed (with, 
appropriately, the Oil of Catechumens) and set 

apart ready for baptism. This is an important step in 
their journey towards baptism in the coming weeks. 
I have now received the necessary permissions and 
“faculties”, so we will be baptising them during the 

evening Mass on Sunday 22nd May. 

Feasts coming up this week 
Pope St John I (d.526)- Wednesday 18th May 

Pope St John lived through an interesting period in the history of the Church. We may be aware that the 
Roman Empire in the West fell when the last Emperor, Romulus Augustus, was deposed in 476A.D. 
Although we may have it in our popular imagination that this then brought in an age of barbarity and 
darkness, this isn’t quite true. The Western emperors were replaced by Gothic Kings, such as Odoacer and 
Theodoric (The Goths being a Germanic tribe… with no black hair dye and eyeliner harmed in the process!) 
who were actually supposed to be Vassals of Constantinople (The Byzantine Empire). As such they were 
hugely Romanised in their language, customs and architecture. The Goths, however, were Arians, who 
denied the divinity of Christ. Their subjects in Italy were largely Catholics, whose sympathies were now 
largely directed to Constantinople, the still extant Eastern remnant of the Roman Empire (which was to 
survive nearly another thousand years). This meant that the Gothic Kings were paranoid about invasion from 
the East and all Catholic subjects were held under grave suspicion. This wasn’t unreasonable, since a major 
invasion of the West by the Byzantine Empire did actually take place ten years later. As part of this, a frail 
and elderly Pope St John was sent on embassy to Constantinople to secure certain rights for Arian subjects in 
the East. Although the Pope consistently acted in good faith, his presence in Constantinople was massive 
news in the East, causing all the major bishops to flock to him. This enormously strengthened the prestige of 
the Papacy. On his return, John was arrested as part of Theodoric’s paranoia and very badly treated. This, 
combined with his frailty, led to his death in 526. Pope John was a contemporary of the Roman (and 
Catholic) Philosopher/ Senator Boethius who had been put to death on accusations of treason for similar 
reasons two years previously 



The Aquinas Hall 
As you hopefully know, the Aquinas Hall at the back of 62 Park Place is now back in our hands. It's a very 
useful space to have and, on top of our regular 6 pm Sunday evening masses, I hope to use the space for talks 
and for socials going forward. 

We are looking for funding to refurbish the kitchen so that, 
once again, we can cook food there and, by September, I 
would hope to have it to a standard that we have a cheap 
student supper after the Sunday Mass. 

For anyone who doesn't know how to get to the Aquinas 
Hall, it immediately adjoins the rear of 62 Park Place. It 
used to be attached directly to the house via a doorway 
from the hallway, which, I am considering restoring. 
However, for the time being, the main entrance is via the 
double doors accessible through the alleyway between 62 
and 63 Park Place or via the lane that leads between 
Cathays station and Corbett Road. 

DONATIONS FOR UKRAINE 

A number of parishes have asked how best to make dona5ons to relieve suffering in Ukraine. The 
most immediate way is to support the CAFOD emergency appeal Ukraine crisis:   

 How you can help CAFOD 

As a UK charity, CAFOD can collect GiF Aid on the dona5ons of parishioners. It is also part of the 
Disasters Emergency CommiIee. The UK Government has commiIed to match fund public 
dona5ons through the Disasters Emergency CommiIee appeals up to £20 million. 
www.cafod.org.uk 

The Lenten Alms collected throughout the Archdiocese of Cardiff will this year be allocated to the 
Ukraine Relief Fund. 

Chaplaincy events, talks, discussion groups & socials! 

We are holding the Chaplaincy daily Mass at 62 Park Place except for Thursday evenings and Saturdays, 
which will remain at Newman Hall. We have started two weekly evening events in the lounge area at 62 Park 

Place. If you weren’t able to come last week, don’t worry; there’s time to catch up;  

Journey in Faith/ RCIA: Mondays will offer an opportunity for those interested in the Catholic faith to 
start from the very basics and learn about what the Church teaches on Scripture, history, the Sacraments and 
the person of Jesus Christ. We we hold the last of these on Monday 9th May (for those who wish to attend 

but absolutely no expectation), to allow everybody to focus on their exams. This last session, we will look at 
the Reformation and see the different Eucharistic theologies that came out of Lutheranism and Zwinglianism 

and how that affected Eucharistic theology across Europe 

Sunday Evening Social: 
After the 6pm Mass at the Aquinas Hall; 

62 Park Place  

http://www.cafod.org.uk


Inheriting Newman Hall as the main Chaplaincy centre, Fr Nicholas has made the decision to return the main 
hub of the Chaplaincy to a much more central and accessible location at the heart of the University campus; 
62 Park Place. We have a large lounge facility and kitchenette for lunch. The chaplaincy will be open over 

the Easter holidays to registered members of the chaplaincy. To gain access during the day, staff & 
students will have to register with us to receive the access code- just email 

universitychaplaincy@rcadc.org or come along to the 6pm Sunday Mass or during the weekday. 

Centre for Student Life: I will be Duty-chaplain Friday afternoon between 2-3.30pm during term 
time. If any student wants to speak to me or wants confession, this is a good extra opportunity. 

Belmont Abbey Rosary Procession 

The Annual Rosary Procession at Belmont Abbey was celebrated last Wednesday. It drew a fantastic 
attendance from across the Archdiocese and concluded with a gathering in the Abbey church with the 

sprinkling of petals on the statue of Our Lady. A wonderful celebration of the month of May. 

mailto:universitychaplaincy@rcadc.org


Welsh National Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
Save the dates: 25th - 30th July 

We are travelling to Lourdes in 2022 - Come 
& Join Us! 

A full religious programme, all transport, 
travel and full board 4* accommodation are 
included in the pilgrimage package. Detailed 
information will be shared & booking forms 

available from next week.  
Subscribe to our new website, to receive our 

pilgrimage newsletter for further 
updates: www.welshnationalpilgrimage.com 



Contributing towards the Chaplaincy 

Apart from a few standing orders and some financial support from the Archdiocese, the Chaplaincy is 
otherwise almost entirely self supporting. This means that we are hugely dependent on donations from 

parents, alumni and other benefactors. Although we do have a scheme, attached to the donation page on our 
website, through the invest my community scheme, this nevertheless takes a certain percentage out. With 

direct standing orders or one-off payments, however, we benefit from the entire amount bequeathed. If you 
wish to make a one-off payment or set up a regular standing order, our bank details are as follows. 

Payment details for bank transfer 

Acc name: Archdiocese of Cardiff 
Acc No: 83760065 

Sort code: 20-18-23 

This money will not only go on the upkeep of the building for the benefit of the students, it also provides 
important charitable funds to support students who are suffering financial hardship. We have already 

supported a number of students in terms of food provisioning, genuine rent-payment difficulty bereavement 
and family hardship. This money has to come from somewhere, and it comes from such charitable donations 

I would ask that you please be generous to this end, thank you. 

Archdiocese of Cardiff Safeguarding Advisory Commission 

The Safeguarding Advisory Commission seeks to ensure the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults 
through the implementation and monitoring of appropriate policies and procedures. 

Chair: Dr Nora Killeen 

Clergy Advisor: Canon Peter Collins   Telephone: 029 2023 0492 

Safeguarding Co-ordinator: Mr Christopher Mullane 

Contact: Christopher Mullane 
Pastoral Resources Centre 

910 Newport Road 
Rumney 
Cardiff 

CF3 4LL 

Tel: 029 2036 5961 


