
Cardiff University Catholic Chaplaincy 
Catholic Archdiocese of Cardiff (Registered Charity 1177272):  

Archbishop Mark O’Toole 

25th September 2022; 26th week in Ordinary Time 

Welcome to the newsletter of the Catholic Chaplaincy to all of the Universities and Institutes of Higher 
Education in Cardiff. Although we are most closely connected with Cardiff University, we are part of the 

Archdiocese of Cardiff and serve all Catholic staff and students of these centres of learning and are proud to 
be able to offer our facilities to those looking for fellowship or those seeking to learn about the Catholic 

faith. 

Catholic Chaplain: Fr Nicholas Williams 
email: nicholas.williams@rcadc.org  Phone:029 2022 8738 (please leave a message as Fr Nicholas is rarely 

at his desk at the moment). General enquiries universitychaplaincy@rcadc.org 

Mass times: (Sundays Year C; Weekdays Year II). Divine Office Psalm wk 2 

Date Feast Grade of 
Solemnity

Venue & Time Intention

Sunday 25th 
September

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time Sunday in 
Ordinary 
Time

Next Chaplaincy Sunday Mass- 2nd 
October

Monday 26th 
September

Saints Cosmas and Damian, 
Martyrs

Optional 
Memoria

5.30pm Eucharistic 
Adoration 
6pm Mass @62 Park 
Place House Chapel

Private Donor’s 
intention (85)

Tuesday 27th 
September

Saint Vincent de Paul, Priest Memoria 5.30pm Eucharistic 
Adoration 
6pm Mass @62 Park 
Place House Chapel

Private Donor’s 
intention

Wednesday 28st 
September

Saint Wenceslaus, Martyr Optional 
Memoria

12.30pm @62 Park 
Place House Chapel

Private Donor’s 
intention

Thursday 29th 
September

Saints Michael, Gabriel and 
Raphael, Archangels

Feast 5pm Holy Hour 
6pm Mass @Newman 
Hall

Vocations to the 
priesthood & 
religious life

Friday 30th 
September

Saint Jerome, Priest, Doctor Memoria 5.30pm Eucharistic 
Adoration 
6pm Mass @62 Park 
Place House Chapel

Private Donor’s 
intention

Saturday 1st 
October

Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus, 
Virgin, Doctor

Optional 
Memoria

10.30pm Rosary 
11pm Mass 
@Newman Hall

Private Donor’s 
intention

Sunday 2nd 
October

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
First Chaplaincy Mass of the 
New Term

Sunday in 
Ordinary 
Time

5.30pm Confessions 
6pm Mass@Aquinas 
Hall (behind 62 Park 
Place) followed by 
meal & social

Students (Pro 
Populo)

mailto:nicholas.williams@rcadc.org


Feasts of the week 

Sts Cosmas & Damian Little is known of these Syrian martyrs, who 
appear to have been victims of the persecution of Diocletian at the 
end of the third century. Despite the scarcity of biographical 
information, their cult nevertheless spread throughout the Christian 
world and, by the sixth century, they were afforded honorific status 
throughout the Christian Roman Empire. Pope Felix IV (526-530) 
erected a church in their honour in Rome, which can still be visited to 
this day; it lies in the Roman Forum, on top of what used to be a 
temple to Romulus and Remus. 

Saint Vincent de Paul, Priest Born c. 1580 in Gascony (d.1660), St 
Vincent came from a French peasant family and was accepted to 
study theology at Toulouse and was ordained priest in 1600. At one 
point, travelling off the French coast by sea, he was captured by 

Turkish pirates and forced into slavery for several years until he 
managed to escape and return to France. He devoted the majority of his life to service of the poor. The Saint 
Vincent DePaul society exists today and is found in many parishes. Although they tend to operate quite 
discreetly, they offer vitally important assistance to those in financial hardship. 

St Wenceslaus (907 - 935) often associated with the Christmas Carol, Saint Wenceslaus was very much and 
historical figure in what is now the Czech Republic. He was a great example of a Christian ruler a Duke 
rather than King; the Christmas Carol lays appropriate emphasis on his concern for the poor. Christianity was 
not fully established in the region that Wenceslas ruled over, not least even within his own family and 
resentment soon broke out amongst those who continued the traditional pagan faith of the region. Paganism 
influenced Wenceslaus’ mother and possibly his brother Boleslaus (who assassinated and succeeded him). 

Saints Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, Archangels Angels are very much part of the Christian faith and 
appear in the later Canon of the Jewish Testament, also. This feast of the archangels is traditionally called 
Michaelmas and, locally, has for centuries involved a pilgrimage up the Skirrid mountain in Monmouthshire. 
This remained a tradition throughout the Reformation and accompanying persecution of Catholics. Sts 
Michael, Gabriel and Raphael are the angels Archangel specifically mentioned in scripture. There are nine 
divisions of angels which, rather than being the popular misconception presented by artistic convention, are 
beings who stand in the presence of God and are, essentially, pure intellect rather than corporeal (i.e. with 
bodies) creatures. 

St Jerome (340 - 420) Saint Jerome was Born in Dalmatia and 
travelled widely between Rome and the eastern Roman empire. 
His talents were recognised by Pope St Damasus I, who employed 
him as his secretary but he is most known as one of the greatest 
biblical scholars in the Church's history, particularly due to the 
fact that he was tasked with translating the Bible into the “vulgar” 
Latin of the day. Saint Jerome moved to the Holy Land and lived 
there many decades in order to deepen his knowledge of scripture. 
He died in Bethlehem. 

Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus (1873 - 1897) St Therese 
entered a Carmelite convent as a teenager and, suffering from poor 
health for most of her life, lived an austere and very simple 
existence. Her mother Superior ordered her, under obedience, to 
write her memoirs. Remaining unread during her life, these were 
later published and have become a spiritual classic, “the little 
way”. 



News 

We are now rapidly approaching freshers week and the return of the majority of students to Cardiff. Firstly, 
may I warmly welcome all of our freshers and returning students to the Catholic chaplaincy. Newman Hall is 
full this year, and we have quite a number of new starters. There are many opportunities now that we have, 
please God, seen the back of Covid, to start afresh and build the Chaplaincy back up up to what I remember 
it being 10 years ago; a regular 60 to 80 students at Mass, an active CathSoc and many events going on with 

the Catholic Chaplaincy being the heart of University life. 

Covid has had a massively harmful effect on the connectivity of our student body and the pro-choice policy 
of the Student Union has made it impossible for us to be part of the regular SU freshers week as so many 
other societies are. This is not, incidentally, a matter of denying choice and freedom but it is rooted in a 

unresolved debate about where human personhood and, therefore, rights begin. This has meant though, that 
the Catholic society has had to be maintained under the auspices of the Chaplaincy and Archdiocese of 

Cardiff, rather than the student union. It is vitally important that we continue CathSoc and, in the first few 
weeks, elect an active and energetic student committee, who have a vision as to where they want CathSoc 

and the wider Chaplaincy to go. 

CathSoc or not, I would like students to take a strong leadership role in the Chaplaincy and to act as the 
sacramental presence of the Church in the University. The Chaplaincy is here to offer you opportunities to 
learn the Catholic faith and be nourished with the Sacraments so that, when you graduate and go into your 

own respective careers, you are catechised and have a well formed prayer life and relationship with the Lord. 

The Aquinas Hall 

The final work is taking place at the Aquinas hall, 
to repaint the hallway, to get the kitchen up to 
food hygiene compliance standard and to 
construct a sanctuary to elevate the altar to an 
appropriate position (left). As with so much at 62 
Park Place, there used to be a set up that was 
usable but, following the move of the Chaplaincy 
to Newman Hall in 2016, a lot of this got taken 
out. 

Therefore, we have spent the last year restoring 
and replacing what was lost. We are now at a 
position where, once again, the Chaplaincy is 
right in the centre of events at freshers week and 
the start of a new term. Our signs are up, we have 
a place to offer Mass and we have facilities to 
present to students near to where they live and 

study. What a blessing the Chaplaincy is, and thanks to the Archdiocese and the Curran Trust, without which, 
we wouldn't have the facilities we enjoy today. 

We will be holding our first Chaplaincy Sunday Mass in the Aquinas Hall at 6 pm on the 2nd of October. We 
will be having food afterwards, Freshers week starts on the 26th of September and the Chaplaincy will revert 
to the normal term time Mass schedule from that point onwards. We will be having a barbecue on the 29th 
of September at Newman Hall for residents and Chaplaincy 
members, particularly to welcome any new friends. 

I also had a very productive meeting with my Chaplaincy 
colleagues next door to discuss the resurrection of the 
traditional £1 student lunch that had been such a success and 
important part of the life of Park Place and the wider University 
before Covid. With the new kitchen in place, I am very keen to 
work together in these kinds of initiatives to bring people into 
the Chaplaincy and to engage with the wider university, now 
that our hall facilities are largely open and available for use. He 



will be looking to offer this lunch on Tuesdays, beginning with 11th of October. If anyone is able to be of 
assistance with this, then please do let me know 

Dates for the Diary 

Thursday 29th September: Feast of St Michael, Gabriel & Raphael- Mass at 6pm & icebreaker barbecue at 
Newman Hall at 7pm 

Sunday 2nd October 6pm First Sunday Mass of term followed by Cooked meal 

Friday 7th October Ecumenical BBQ at 61 park Place (Anglican Chaplaincy) 

Monday 10th October 6.30pm RCIA/ Journey in Faith (Every Monday evening during Term Time) 

Friday 14th October 6.30pm Catechesis: Church History; Did Constantine invent the Catholic Church? 

Thursday 20th October 2022 7pm Vocations Mass & Holy Hour at the Aquinas Hall 

Friday 21st October 6.30pm Catechesis: Everything you wanted to know about the Papacy but were afraid to 
ask 

Proposed Dates for the Rome trip: Tues 11th- Fri 14th April 

Friday 24th-Sunday 26th Feb- St Davids Day inter-Catholic Chaplaincy retreat 
 

World Youth Day Lisbon 2023 Please do 
register your interest for this massive event for 
Young Catholics in the life of the Church. I have 
attended both Madrid and Krakow and 
witnessed millions of young Catholics coming 
together alongside the bishops and the Pope. 
This was a pivotal part in my own journey in 
discovering my vocation and an incredibly 
powerful witness to the reality that the church is 
still alive. World youth Day helps us to 
recognise that we're not practising our faith on 
our own. More information can be found using 
the following link: https://rcadc.org/wyd-2023/ 





Contributing towards the Chaplaincy 

Apart from a few standing orders and some financial support from the Archdiocese, the Chaplaincy is 
otherwise almost entirely self supporting. This means that we are hugely dependent on donations from 

parents, alumni and other benefactors. Although we do have a scheme, attached to the donation page on our 
website, through the invest my community scheme, this nevertheless takes a certain percentage out. With 

direct standing orders or one-off payments, however, we benefit from the entire amount bequeathed. If you 
wish to make a one-off payment or set up a regular standing order, our bank details are as follows. 

Payment details for bank transfer 

Acc name: Archdiocese of Cardiff 
Acc No: 83760065 

Sort code: 20-18-23 

This money will not only go on the upkeep of the building for the benefit of the students, it also provides 
important charitable funds to support students who are suffering financial hardship. We have already 

supported a number of students in terms of food provisioning, genuine rent-payment difficulty bereavement 
and family hardship. This money has to come from somewhere, and it comes from such charitable donations 

I would ask that you please be generous to this end, thank you. 

Archdiocese of Cardiff Safeguarding Advisory Commission 

The Safeguarding Advisory Commission seeks to ensure the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults 
through the implementation and monitoring of appropriate policies and procedures. 

Chair: Dr Nora Killeen 

Clergy Advisor: Canon Peter Collins   Telephone: 029 2023 0492 

Safeguarding Co-ordinator: Mr Christopher Mullane 

Contact: Christopher Mullane 
Pastoral Resources Centre 

910 Newport Road 
Rumney 
Cardiff 

CF3 4LL 

Tel: 029 2036 5961


