
Cardiff University Catholic Chaplaincy 
Catholic Archdiocese of Cardiff (Registered Charity 1177272):  

Archbishop Mark O’Toole 

30th October 2022; 31st week in Ordinary Time 

Welcome to the newsletter of the Catholic Chaplaincy to all of the Universities and Institutes of Higher 
Education in Cardiff. Although we are most closely connected with Cardiff University, we are part of the 

Archdiocese of Cardiff and serve all Catholic staff and students of these centres of learning and are proud to 
be able to offer our facilities to those looking for fellowship or those seeking to learn about the Catholic 

faith. 

Catholic Chaplain: Fr Nicholas Williams 
email: nicholas.williams@rcadc.org  Phone:029 2022 8738 (please leave a message as Fr Nicholas is rarely 

at his desk at the moment). General enquiries universitychaplaincy@rcadc.org 

Mass times: (Sundays Year C; Weekdays Year II). Divine Office Psalm wk 3 

Date Feast Grade of 
Solemnity

Venue & Time Intention

Sunday 30th 
October

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time Sunday in 
Ordinary 
Time

5.30pm Confessions 
& Rosary 
6pm Mass@Aquinas 
Hall (behind 62 Park 
Place) followed by 
meal & social

Students (Pro 
Populo)

Monday 31st 
October

Monday of week 31 in Ordinary 
Time

Feria 5.30pm Rosary 
6pm Mass @62 Park 
Place House Chapel

George Williams

Tuesday 1st 
November

All Saints - Solemnity Feast 12pm Mass @62 Park 
Place House Chapel 
6pm Mass @62 Park 
Place House Chapel 
(or Aquinas Hall if 
numbers require)

Student Request 

Student Request

Wednesday 2nd 
November

All Souls Feria 8.30am Mass @62 
Park Place House 
Chapel 
12.30pm Mass @62 
Park Place House 
Chapel 
6pm Mass @62 Park 
Place House Chapel

Robert Williams 

Souls of the 
Faithful departed  

Holy Father’s 
intentions 

Thursday 3rd 
November

Thursday of week 31 in Ordinary 
Time

Feria 5pm Holy Hour 
followed by 6pm 
Mass @Newman Hall 
little oratory chapel

Holy Souls

Friday 4th 
November

Saint Charles Borromeo, Bishop Feast 5.30pm Rosary 
6pm Mass @62 Park 
Place House Chapel

Student Request

Saturday 5th 
November

Saturday memorial of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary

Optional 
Memoria

10.30pm Rosary 
11pm Mass 
@Newman Hall

Andrew Williams

mailto:nicholas.williams@rcadc.org


Confessions 10.30am & Newman Hall and 5.30pm Sundays @The Aquinas Hall and on 
request 

Feasts of the week 

All Saints- A solemnity and Holy day of 
Obligation in the Church. This is the feast of all 

Hallows, all Saints, which gave its name in 
north-western Europe to all Hallows Eve, which 

got contracted into Hallowe'en. I've had a 
number of questions about this; although we do 
absolutely believe in the reality of the spiritual 

realm as Catholic Christians, we look to the light 
of Christ, not to the darkness. The association of 
all Hallows Eve with paganism and spirits does 
seem to have some connection with the Gaelic 

Celtic festival of Samhain (pronounced Sa-win), 
but this was very much limited to lighting 

bonfires to acknowledge the transition between 
the summer and the winter, to stave off the 

darkness. 

There was possibly some superstitious belief about the boundaries of the underworld weakening on this day 
but the popular celebration is really a modern invention. In particular, it seems to be largely something that 
was imported from America, with strong roots in the Irish communities in the North West of the country. 

Dressing up as ghouls and ghosts carrying pumpkins is certainly an American import and, since I have been 
specifically asked about it; we do not believe in these kinds of superstitions about ghosts appearing to the 

living on this day. 

Although I myself very much enjoyed, as a child, carving swedes and pumpkins and bobbing apples, which 
is harmless enough, Halloween can also have a darker side when it encourages people to dabble with the 

occult, even while just ostensibly messing around. We do accept the reality of the occult and the demonic, 
although often this is as much psychologically harmful as much as spiritual- it is something that we avoid 

getting overly interested in. 

We never try to contact the dead; we can pray to the Church militant for intercession and we can ask God to 
pass on our love for those who have gone before us to assure them of our prayers. However, this is always 

one way; if we try to contact our dead loved ones and expect an answer, it will not be them that speaks back 
to us; we will either be having a very unhealthy conversation with our own desires and what we want to hear, 
which is bad enough, or we will be entering into a dialogue with something much darker. It is to be avoided 

at all costs. 

All Souls We do, also, absolutely believe in Purgatory and the need to pray for those souls who are preparing 
from heaven but need to be purified. In my opinion, many of us who have not lived the life of great sanctity 
will end up spending some time in purgatory and, therefore, it is an important charity to pray for the dead 

there, since we will likely need the same prayers from others. 

In particular, we offer the most powerful prayer the church has to offer, because it is the prayer of Christ 
himself; the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

In Catholic teaching, the Mass is a Sacrifice; not just any Sacrifice but Christ’s Sacrifice on the Cross, re- 
presented sacramentally (under sacramental signs of the bread wines and words of consecration). The Jewish 
tradition that sacrifice be offered for the dead can be found in 2 Maccabees 43-45  

Sunday 6th 
November

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time Sunday in 
Ordinary 
Time

5.30pm Confessions 
& Rosary 
6pm Mass@Aquinas 
Hall (behind 62 Park 
Place) followed by 
meal & social

Students (Pro 
Populo)



“He also took up a collection, man by man, to the amount of two 
thousand drachmas of silver, and sent it to Jerusalem to provide for a 
sin offering. In doing this he acted very well and honorably, taking 
account of the resurrection. 44 For if he were not expecting that 
those who had fallen would rise again, it would have been 
superfluous and foolish to pray for the dead. 45 But if he was looking 
to the splendid reward that is laid up for those who fall asleep in 
godliness, it was a holy and pious thought. Therefore he made 
atonement for the dead, so that they might be delivered from their 
sin”  

It is a part of our tradition, therefore that three Masses are offered for 
specific intentions on Holy souls Day, with an indulgence for visiting 
the cemetery and praying for the dead, which is detailed below.

November Dead lists 

In short, I do exhort you, particularly this November, to ask for Masses 
to be offered for your deceased relatives (and even friends if that sadly 

be the case). I will leave a book for people to sign up for this purpose. I also encourage you to get into the 
habit of asking for Masses for individuals, both living and dead and offering the priest a voluntary but 
courteous donation. As students, this can be whatever amount you wish but it is not the amount that matters; 
it is the fact that you're offering it along with the offertory at the Mass, so has a sacrificial value attached to 
it. In Judaism, the victim to be sacrificed 
and the offering for the priest would 
come from those asking the priest to 
offer the sacrifice for a particular 
intention. When you graduate, it is an 
important part of our faith that you do 
contribute to the life of the Church by 
donations to the priest and to the parish 
when you are able to afford to do so. This 
is a time honoured practice, which is an 
important part of your priest’s income, 
considering very few priests get any 
salary and are dependent on offerings. 

Trip to Cathays cemetery 2nd 
November 

It is also a Catholic tradition to visit a 
cemetery during November but 
particularly on All Souls day or the 
octave if possible. If done devoutly with 
the requisite prayers sacraments and 
intentions, one may receive a plenary indulgence; 

1.A plenary indulgence, applicable only to the souls in purgatory, is granted to the faithful who, on any and 
each day from November 1 to 8, devoutly visit a cemetery and pray, if only mentally, for the departed; on All 
Souls' Day (or, according to the judgment of the ordinary, on the Sunday preceding or following it, or on the 
solemnity of All Saints), devoutly visit a church or an oratory and recite an Our Father and the Creed. 

2. A partial indulgence, applicable only to the souls in purgatory, is granted to the faithful who, devoutly visit 
a cemetery and at least mentally pray for the dead; devoutly recite lauds or vespers from the Office of the 
Dead or the prayer Requiem aeternam (Eternal rest). 

I will be offering three Masses on All Souls day (Wednesday) and will be leading a group of anyone who 
wishes to go to Cathays to pray for the dead. Cathays is an incredibly beautiful place. We will visit bishop 
Hedley & Mostyn’s tomb and I will also visit my own grandparents who are buried there. 



St Charles Borromeo- one might presume that Saint Charles Borromeo (1538 - 1584), Archbishop 
of Milan during the counter Reformation, would have no direct connection or relevance to Wales. 
However, St Charles surrounded himself by Welsh Catholic exiles whilst at Milan. His vicar 
general, Owen Lewis, was from North Wales, whilst his confessor, Gruffydd Robert, was from 
Caernarfonshire. Saint Charles was passionate about supporting the Welsh language of the exiled 
Catholic population and was a sponsor of Gruffydd Robert’s writings to this effect.

St Charles was a passionate reformer who had participated in the council of Trent and was keen to 
ensure that its reforms were implemented throughout his diocese. This resulted in a wide amount of 
travelling in visitation to religious houses under his jurisdiction, resulting in an assassination 
attempt.

News 

Dates for the Diary 

Monday 31st Oct 7pm All Hallows Eve party at 62 Park Place 

Tuesday 1st November- All Saints 

Wednesday 2nd November- All Souls and trip to Cathays cemetery after the lunchtime Mass 

Friday 4th November- 6.30pm Catechesis: Confession; Can the Church forgive sins?  

Saturday 5th November- Bonfire night at Newman Hall- if we have some volunteers to start it off (since I 
will be saying an evening mass in the parish), we will be having a bonfire party at the back of Newman 
Hall. We'll have some hotdogs and nibbles. 

I am pleased that we have had quite a number of new faces join us at the Chaplaincy this year. For the first 
time in six years, 62 Park Place has been up and running and very visible to the huge footfall of passers-by. 

We are getting more and more students each week, both at the weekday Masses and the Sunday Masses, 
which is lovely to see. Many of our returners will notice the redecoration and new sanctuary, which has now 
been carpeted and professionally finished on Monday. If there are any musicians and altar servers amongst 

our Chaplaincy community, I would be very interested in hearing from you. 

Walk to the site of the martyrdom of St John Lloyd & Philip Evans, A great turnout for evening Mass, 
after which we said a prayer at the site of the martyrdom and then ended up in the Macintosh pub, since the 

Royal George wasn't serving food that day. Thanks to everybody who attended. 

Building community & restarting CathSoc Covid has had a massively harmful effect on the connectivity 
of our student body and the pro-choice policy of the Student Union has made it impossible for us to be part 
of the regular SU freshers week as so many other societies are. This is not, incidentally, a matter of denying 
choice and freedom but it is rooted in a unresolved debate about where human personhood and, therefore, 

rights begin. This has meant though, that the Catholic society has had to be maintained under the auspices of 



the Chaplaincy and Archdiocese of Cardiff, rather than the student union. It is vitally important that we 
continue CathSoc and, in the first few weeks, elect an active and energetic student committee, who have a 

vision as to where they want CathSoc and the wider Chaplaincy to go. 

CathSoc or not, I would like students to take a strong leadership role in the Chaplaincy and to act as the 
sacramental presence of the Church in the University. The Chaplaincy is here to offer you opportunities to 
learn the Catholic faith and be nourished with the Sacraments so that, when you graduate and go into your 

own respective careers, you are catechised and have a well formed prayer life and relationship with the Lord. 

Bishop Elect Pater Collins 

As you may be aware, since it has been mentioned at Mass several times over the last week, our next door 
neighbour at St Mary of the Angels, Canton, Canon Peter Collins, a priest of our diocese for many decades, 
has been asked by the holy father to become the next bishop of East Anglia. Canon Collins was a critical 
guide and mentor in my own journey to priesthood and will be greatly missed by the Archdiocese of Cardiff. 
We assure him of our prayers as he prepares to take on what is an enormous move to a part of the country 
that is almost as far away from his native Wales as one can get! 

£1 lunch 

We had the first resurrection of the historically long-standing £1 student lunch that had been such a success 
and important part of the life of Park Place and the wider University before Covid. With the new kitchen in 
place, I am very keen to work together with the other chaplains in these kinds of initiatives to bring people 
into the Chaplaincy and to engage with the wider university, now that our hall facilities are largely open and 
available for use. He will be looking to offer this lunch on Tuesdays 12.30-2pm. If anyone is able to be of 
assistance with this, then please do let me know but your presence is important, as a witness. 

October- Month of the Rosary 

May and October are traditionally months of particular Marian devotion. 

We will be praying the Rosary before Mass each day and ending Mass singing the Salve Regina or, Hail holy 
queen as it is in English. If you don't know the words of this, I encourage you to take the time to learn it, as 
with all the Marian anthems that we will use periodically throughout the year. 

I would like everybody who wishes to, to use their time at the Chaplaincy to become immersed in the 
incredibly beautiful tradition and depth of the Church’s liturgical and devotional practices. 

Youth SVP Team retreat at The Briery Retreat Centre 

Dates: 25th-27th November 2022 

Place: THE BRIERY RETREAT CENTRE 
38, Victoria Avenue, 
Ilkley, 
West Yorkshire, 

Salve, Regína, mater misericórdiæ; 
vita, dulcédo et spes nostra, salve. 
Ad te clamámus, éxsules, filii Evæ. 
Ad te suspirámus, geméntes et flentes 
in hac lacrimárum valle. 
Eia ergo, advocáta nostra, 
illos tuos misericórdes óculos 
ad nos convérte. 
Et Iesum, benedíctum fructum ventris tui, 
nobis post hoc exsílium osténde. 
O clemens, o pia, o dulcis Virgo María.

Hail, holy Queen, mother of mercy, 
our life, our sweetness, and our hope. 
To you do we cry, 
poor banished children of Eve. 
To you do we send up our sighs 
mourning and weeping in this vale of tears. 
Turn, then, most gracious Advocate, 
your eyes of mercy towards us; 
and after this exile 
show us the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus. 
O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary.



LS29 9BW 

Cost: £35 

To book, email: youngvincentians@svp.org.uk or follow the link: 

https://SVP1.formstack.com/forms/young_adult_s_retreat_application 

Proposed Dates for the Rome trip: Tues 11th- Fri 14th April 

Friday 24th-Sunday 26th Feb- St Davids Day inter-Catholic Chaplaincy retreat 

World Youth Day Lisbon 2023 Please do register your 
interest for this massive event for Young Catholics in the life 
of the Church. I have attended both Madrid and Krakow and 
witnessed millions of young Catholics coming together 
alongside the bishops and the Pope. This was a pivotal part 
in my own journey in discovering my vocation and an 
incredibly powerful witness to the reality that the church is 
still alive. World youth Day helps us to recognise that we're 
not practising our faith on our own. More information can be 
found using the following link: https://rcadc.org/
wyd-2023/.  

Update; we have now been advised that the diocese is 
teaming up with the dioceses of Plymouth and Menevia and is looking to span nearly two weeks, from 
Wed 26th July – Sun 6th August. The cost will be approx. £1,450, although hopefully this will be aided 
by fundraising. There will be a launch event at the Cathedral on the evening of Saturday 29th October, 
which I would encourage you to attend if you are interested. 

On Saturday 29th October the Cathedral will welcome the Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of Fatima, along with 
the relics of two of the visionaries, St Jacinta and St Francisco. 
13:30: Arrival of Statue and Relics 
13:45: Recitation/Meditation on the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary 14:00: Veneration of the Relics of Saints 
Jacinta and Francisco 
14:45: Tea break 
15:15: Talk on the Message of Fatima in the Mostyn Room 
16:15: Enrolment and Investiture of the Brown Scapular in the Church 16:30: Sacrament of Reconciliation & 
Church open for veneration 
17:30: Vigil Mass 
18:30: After the Mass, time to write prayer intentions for some time then 
distribution of flowers from Our Lady’s bier. 
18:30 Launch of Diocese Preparation for World Youth Day, Lisbon 

Contributing towards the Chaplaincy 

Apart from a few standing orders and some financial support from the Archdiocese, the Chaplaincy is 
otherwise almost entirely self supporting. This means that we are hugely dependent on donations from 

parents, alumni and other benefactors. Although we do have a scheme, attached to the donation page on our 
website, through the invest my community scheme, this nevertheless takes a certain percentage out. With 

direct standing orders or one-off payments, however, we benefit from the entire amount bequeathed. If you 
wish to make a one-off payment or set up a regular standing order, our bank details are as follows. 

Payment details for bank transfer 

Acc name: Archdiocese of Cardiff 
Acc No: 83760065 

Sort code: 20-18-23 

https://SVP1.formstack.com/forms/young_adult_s_retreat_application
https://rcadc.org/wyd-2023/
https://rcadc.org/wyd-2023/


This money will not only go on the upkeep of the building for the benefit of the students, it also provides 
important charitable funds to support students who are suffering financial hardship. We have already 

supported a number of students in terms of food provisioning, genuine rent-payment difficulty bereavement 
and family hardship. This money has to come from somewhere, and it comes from such charitable donations 

I would ask that you please be generous to this end, thank you. 

Archdiocese of Cardiff Safeguarding Advisory Commission 

The Safeguarding Advisory Commission seeks to ensure the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults 
through the implementation and monitoring of appropriate policies and procedures. 

Chair: Dr Nora Killeen 

Clergy Advisor: Canon Peter Collins   Telephone: 029 2023 0492 

Safeguarding Co-ordinator: Mr Christopher Mullane 

Contact: Christopher Mullane 
Pastoral Resources Centre 

910 Newport Road 
Rumney 
Cardiff 

CF3 4LL 

Tel: 029 2036 5961


