
Cardiff University Catholic Chaplaincy 
Catholic Archdiocese of Cardiff (Registered Charity 1177272):  

Archbishop Mark O’Toole 

20th November 2022; 34th week in Ordinary Time 

Welcome to the newsletter of the Catholic Chaplaincy to all of the Universities and Institutes of Higher 
Education in Cardiff. Although we are most closely connected with Cardiff University, we are part of the 

Archdiocese of Cardiff and serve all Catholic staff and students of these centres of learning and are proud to 
be able to offer our facilities to those looking for fellowship or those seeking to learn about the Catholic 

faith. 

Catholic Chaplain: Fr Nicholas Williams 
email: nicholas.williams@rcadc.org  Phone:029 2022 8738 (please leave a message as Fr Nicholas is rarely 

at his desk at the moment). General enquiries universitychaplaincy@rcadc.org 

Mass times: (Sundays Year C; Weekdays Year II). Divine Office Psalm wk 2 

Date Feast Grade of 
Solemnity

Venue & Time Intention

Sunday 20th 
November

Feast of Christ the King (Note 
special Mass at the Cathedral 
takes the place of the regular 
Chaplaincy Mass this week) 

Sunday in 
Ordinary 
Time

5.30pm Young 
Catholics Mass at 
the Cathedral 
(Charles St)

Students (Pro 
Populo)

Monday 21st 
October

The Presentation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary

Memoria 5.30pm Adoration 
6pm Mass @62 Park 
Place House Chapel

Student Request

Tuesday 22nd 
November

Saint Cecilia, Virgin, Martyr Memoria 5.30pm Adoration 
6pm Mass @62 Park 
Place House Chapel

Student Request 

Wednesday 23rd 
November

Saint Clement I, Pope, Martyr Optional 
Memoria 12.30pm Mass @62 

Park Place House 
Chapel

Student Request

Thursday 24th 
November

Saints Andrew Dũng-Lạc and his 
Companions, Martyrs

Memoria 5pm Holy Hour 
followed by 6pm 
Mass @Newman Hall 
little oratory chapel 

Student Request

Friday 25th 
November

Friday of week 34 in Ordinary 
Time

Feria 8.30am Mass @62 
Park Place House 
Chapel

Student Request

Saturday 26th 
November

No Mass- Fr Nicholas will offer 
the intention at the Knights of 
the Holy Sepulchre Mass in 
London

Student Request

Sunday 27th 
November

First Sunday of Advent Sunday in 
Ordinary 
Time

5.30pm Confessions 
& Rosary 
6pm Mass@Aquinas 
Hall (behind 62 Park 
Place) followed by 
meal & social

Students (Pro 
Populo)

mailto:nicholas.williams@rcadc.org


Confessions 10.30am & Newman Hall and 5.30pm Sundays @The Aquinas Hall and on 
request 

Feasts of the week 

The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary- An older medieval Feast in the East which came into Roman 
practice in the 14th century but was properly established in the 16th; The presentation reflects an account 
from the Protoevangelium of James that Mary was presented to the Temple in Jerusalem by her parents 

Joachim and Anne, age three, to be educated there until the age of twelve.  

St Cecilia- St Cecilia was a noblewoman living in 
Rome likely during the reign of the Several 

dynasty, though exact dates aren’t known. The 
legend attached to her was that, being forced to 
marry a pagan, she convinced her husband to 
respect her virginity by way of a foretelling 

miraculous vision which involved his conversion 
and baptism. Her place as the patron saint of 

musicians possibly has to do with a tradition of her 
singing to God in her heart on her wedding day. 

The details of her martyrdom are unknown but she 
appears to have been initially buried in the 

catacombs of Callistus outside Rome and then her 
body was moved to Trastevere, where a church was 

built in her honour, possibly on the site of her 
house. Her tomb was opened in 1599 and her body 
found intact, though with a wound on the back of 

her neck. Stefano Maderno, the Italian sculptor, witnessed the opening of the tomb and captured the likeness 
in his sculpture which still lies over the tomb today. She appears in the list of early martyrs in the Roman 

Canon. 

Pope St Clement I- As with all the early Popes, little is known about strict biographical details. The earliest 
list comes from the 2nd century and is preserved in St Irenaeus of Lyon’s Against Heresies (Book III, 

Chapter 3), in which he lists the Popes after Peter “The blessed apostles, then, having founded and built up 
the Church, committed into the hands of Linus the office of the episcopate. Of this Linus, Paul makes 

mention in the Epistles to Timothy. To him succeeded Anacletus; and after him, in the third place from the 
apostles, Clement was allotted the bishopric. This man, as he had seen the blessed apostles, and had been 

conversant with them, might be said to have the preaching of the apostles still echoing [in his ears], and their 
traditions before his eyes. Nor was he alone [in this], for there were many still remaining who had received 
instructions from the apostles. In the time of this Clement, no small dissension having occurred among the 

brethren at Corinth, the Church in Rome dispatched a most powerful letter to the Corinthians, exhorting them 
to peace, renewing their faith, and declaring the tradition which it had lately received from the apostles” This 

letter, is, of course, preserved to this day and is of high importance in the early Christian written tradition 
outside the New Testament. 

Saints Andrew Dũng-Lạc and his Companions, Martyrs- For several centuries, Christianity was 
persecuted in Vietnam, resulting in many generations of martyrs. In 1988, Pope John Paul II canonised the 
Vietnamese priest, St Andrew Dũng-Lạc and 117 other martyrs who died for the faith across the 17th-19th 

centuries. 

November Dead lists 

I do exhort you, particularly this November, to ask for Masses to be offered for your deceased relatives (and 
even friends if that sadly be the case). I will leave a book for people to sign up for this purpose and there are 
still some spaces left. 



News 

We have a date for the installation of the new boiler at Park Place; 
24th-25th November, after which, I hope to have a working central 
heating system! 

Interfaith event at the CSL The Ecumenical Chaplaincy will host an 
afternoon event, entitled ‘Interfaith Conversations’ on Wednesday, 23 
November, from 15:30 to 16:30 on the fourth floor of the Centre for 
Student Life.  

It is envisioned that people of different faiths will be able to circulate and 
ask questions of one another that gives each greater insight into the 
other’s faith. This will be a safe and informal gathering, for which 
refreshments will be provided. 

 All faith-based Student Societies are asked to send at least two 
representatives. 

Friday 25th- you will notice changed Mass times and the absence of the 
Friday catechesis and Saturday Mass for next Friday and Saturday. I will 
be away overnight to visit our seminarian at Allen Hall, Dale, and for the 
investiture of several new Knights of the Holy Sepulchre; an Order that I 
belong to. I missed the last investiture out of necessity of being in 
Cardiff, so it is important that I intend this event, which will be presided 
over by the Cardinal Grand Master, Cardinal Filoni. I was invested at the 
same time as Fr Aaron Spinelli from Arundel and Brighton diocese, who 
is an alumnus of Cardiff University Catholic chaplaincy. 

Advent- next Sunday, we will enter the season of advent. This happens to 
be my favourite liturgical season and one I look forward to immensely. I 
think it would perhaps be a good idea to start the season with a Saturday 
retreat at Newman Hall 

Synod- there has been an updated report back from the National level and the working document for the 
Continental stage has been released. I will put these on the synod section of the Chaplaincy website. There 
will be a request for further input, though, the disadvantages of being a University Chaplaincy is that our key 
coordinator last year has graduated. 

Latin Missal- I have acquired, with private funds, a copy of the current Ordinary Form Latin Missal. I know 
a number of people have expressed an interest in having Mass celebrated in Latin, so I am happy to put some 
dates in the diary for this to take place. Obviously, it makes sense to brief people beforehand and provide 
training on responses etc. Although there has been a pervasive myth that the Second Vatican Council 
somehow got rid of Latin, the opposite is in fact true and the younger practising generation seems to be 
particularly aware of this. The first document that came out of the council, Sacrosanctum Concilium, made it 
absolutely clear that Latin be preserved in the Latin rite of the Church and, by doing so, we act with great 
fidelity to the teachings of the council fathers 

Constitution on the sacred liturgy, Sacrosanctum Concilium (1963)” 

36. 1. Particular law remaining in force, the use of the Latin language is to be preserved in the Latin rites. 

2. But since the use of the mother tongue, whether in the Mass, the administration of the sacraments, or other 
parts of the liturgy, frequently may be of great advantage to the people, the limits of its employment may be 



extended. This will apply in the first place to the readings and directives, and to some of the prayers and 
chants, according to the regulations on this matter to be laid down separately in subsequent chapters. 

116. The Church acknowledges Gregorian chant as specially suited to the Roman liturgy: therefore, other 
things being equal, it should be given pride of place in liturgical services. 

Dates for the Diary 

Sunday 20th December- 5.30pm Young Catholics Mass at the Cathedral 

Saturday 3rd December 11am Mass and Advent retreat until 3pm with opportunity for confession and 
Eucharistic adoration 

Thursday 8th December- Feast of the Immaculate Conception- Mass at Newman Hall - since it is so 
close to the Christmas meal, I think a meal at Newman Hall would not be the right thing to do. We 
should mark this with a social celebration, though, I think we could perhaps have some drinks at NH 
and go to the pub 

Saturday 10th December- Catholic Chaplaincy Christmas Party at Newman Hall 

24th-26th February 2023: St David’s weekend retreat for other Cathsocs & Catholic Chaplaincies 
Proposed Dates for the Rome trip: Tues 11th- Fri 14th April- we have looked into these dates and the 
flights are very expensive. I will be consulting about moving it to the weekend after but I don't want to 
impact peoples lectures and term time commitments 

Young Catholics Mass at the Cathedral (Charles St)- on Sunday, the 20th of November, there will be a 
young Catholics Mass at the cathedral. I think it would detract from this diocesan event if we held our 
normal Mass at the Chaplaincy, so I will cancel the latter just for that week and we can celebrating at the 
cathedral. I would encourage you, if you can, to attend this and, perhaps we can go to the pub afterwards as 
we used to do last year. before we got the Aquinas hall back in operation. 

Christmas party (Saturday 10th December 7pm)- this is now just under a month away and it would be 
good to start planning numbers, so I can pass this on to our caterers. I have tried to contact Spiro on a 
number of occasions and will ascertain a cost per person and menu as soon as I have something back. 

Building community & restarting CathSoc Covid has had a massively harmful effect on the connectivity 
of our student body and the pro-choice policy of the Student Union has made it impossible for us to be part 
of the regular SU freshers week as so many other societies are. This is not, incidentally, a matter of denying 
choice and freedom but it is rooted in a unresolved debate about where human personhood and, therefore, 
rights begin. This has meant though, that the Catholic society has had to be maintained under the auspices of 
the Chaplaincy and Archdiocese of Cardiff, rather than the student union. It is vitally important that we 
continue CathSoc and, in the first few weeks, elect an active and energetic student committee, who have a 
vision as to where they want CathSoc and the wider Chaplaincy to go. 

CathSoc or not, I would like students to take a strong leadership role in the Chaplaincy and to act as the 
sacramental presence of the Church in the University. The Chaplaincy is here to offer you opportunities to 
learn the Catholic faith and be nourished with the Sacraments so that, when you graduate and go into your 
own respective careers, you are catechised and have a well formed prayer life and relationship with the Lord. 

Bishop Elect Peter Collins 

As you may be aware, since it has been mentioned at Mass several times over the last week, our next door 
neighbour at St Mary of the Angels, Canton, Canon Peter Collins, a priest of our diocese for many decades, 
has been asked by the holy father to become the next bishop of East Anglia. Canon Collins was a critical 
guide and mentor in my own journey to priesthood and will be greatly missed by the Archdiocese of Cardiff. 
We assure him of our prayers as he prepares to take on what is an enormous move to a part of the country 
that is almost as far away from his native Wales as one can get! 



£1 lunch 

We have been hosting the resurrected historically long-standing £1 student lunch that had been such a 
success and important part of the life of Park Place and the wider University before Covid. With the new 
kitchen in place, I am very keen to work together with the other chaplains in these kinds of initiatives to 
bring people into the Chaplaincy and to engage with the wider university, now that our hall facilities are 
largely open and available for use. We offer this lunch on Tuesdays 12.30-2pm. If anyone is able to be of 
assistance with this, then please do let me know but your presence is important, as a witness. 

Youth SVP Team retreat at The Briery Retreat Centre 

Dates: 25th-27th November 2022  
Place: THE BRIERY RETREAT CENTRE 38, Victoria Avenue, Ilkley, West Yorkshire, LS29 9BW. Cost: 
£35  To book, email: youngvincentians@svp.org.uk or follow the link: https://SVP1.formstack.com/forms/
young_adult_s_retreat_application 

World Youth Day Lisbon 2023 Please do register your 
interest for this massive event for Young Catholics in the life 
of the Church. I have attended both Madrid and Krakow and 
witnessed millions of young Catholics coming together 
alongside the bishops and the Pope. This was a pivotal part 
in my own journey in discovering my vocation and an 
incredibly powerful witness to the reality that the church is 
still alive. World youth Day helps us to recognise that we're 
not practising our faith on our own. More information can be 
found using the following link: https://rcadc.org/
wyd-2023/.  

Update; we have now been advised that the diocese is 
teaming up with the dioceses of Plymouth and Menevia and is looking to span nearly two weeks, from 
Wed 26th July – Sun 6th August. The cost will be approx. £1,450, although hopefully this will be aided 
by fundraising. 

https://SVP1.formstack.com/forms/young_adult_s_retreat_application
https://SVP1.formstack.com/forms/young_adult_s_retreat_application
https://rcadc.org/wyd-2023/
https://rcadc.org/wyd-2023/


Contributing towards the Chaplaincy 

Apart from a few standing orders and some financial support from the Archdiocese, the Chaplaincy is 
otherwise almost entirely self supporting. This means that we are hugely dependent on donations from 

parents, alumni and other benefactors. Although we do have a scheme, attached to the donation page on our 
website, through the invest my community scheme, this nevertheless takes a certain percentage out. With 

direct standing orders or one-off payments, however, we benefit from the entire amount bequeathed. If you 
wish to make a one-off payment or set up a regular standing order, our bank details are as follows. 

Payment details for bank transfer 

Acc name: Archdiocese of Cardiff 
Acc No: 83760065 

Sort code: 20-18-23 

This money will not only go on the upkeep of the building for the benefit of the students, it also provides 
important charitable funds to support students who are suffering financial hardship. We have already 

supported a number of students in terms of food provisioning, genuine rent-payment difficulty bereavement 
and family hardship. This money has to come from somewhere, and it comes from such charitable donations 

I would ask that you please be generous to this end, thank you. 

Archdiocese of Cardiff Safeguarding Advisory Commission 

The Safeguarding Advisory Commission seeks to ensure the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults 
through the implementation and monitoring of appropriate policies and procedures. 

Chair: Dr Nora Killeen 

Clergy Advisor: Canon Peter Collins   Telephone: 029 2023 0492 

Safeguarding Co-ordinator: Mr Christopher Mullane 

Contact: Christopher Mullane 
Pastoral Resources Centre 

910 Newport Road 
Rumney 
Cardiff 

CF3 4LL 

Tel: 029 2036 5961


